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We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to educating peo-
ple about potbellied pigs as well as offering referral service for pigs in 
need of new homes or to people who wish to adopt them. Southern Cali-
fornia Association for Miniature Potbellied Pigs (SCAMPP) is an associa-
tion of potbellied pig lovers who meet once a month as well as takes some 
of our potbellied pigs to Pet Expos, Adoption Fairs and Community Events 
in order to promote the potbellied pig as pets, and to educate the public 
about the proper care of potbellied pigs. If you own a potbellied pig(s), or 
if you are interested in learning about them, we hope the information con-
tained within these pages will be of interest to you and/or that you will 

pass this information onto someone else who is interested if you do not need it. 

MISSION STATEMENT: The primary objectives and purposes of this Association shall be: 
To provide advocacy,  action, and necessary support towards attaining the best quality of 
life for pigs as pets; to supply education about the pig and pig as pets to current pig own-
ers, prospective pig owners, the general public, civic partners, and community partners; to 
give back to the needs of the community through services provided by SCAMPP and col-
laborations with SCAMPP, with the interest of the breed incorporated into these endeav-
ors; and to continuously enhance the association to meet these objectives and purposes.    

MINIATURE POTBELLIED PIGS MAKE WONDERFUL PETS. THEY ARE CLEAN, THEY CAN BE LITTER-
BOX TRAINED, THEY DON'T SHED LIKE DOGS OR CATS, NOR GET FLEAS LIKE DOGS OR CATS. 
THEY CAN DO TRICKS A DOG NEVER THOUGHT OF!!! THEY DON'T KEEP PEOPLE AWAKE ALL 
NIGHT BARKING LIKE DOGS DO, AND DON'T RUN THE NEIGHBORHOOD GOING POTTY IN 
NEIGHBORS YARDS. THEY CAN EVEN WALK ON A LEASH. IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A PET 
THAT'S A LITTLE DIFFERENT, THEN A MINIATURE POTBELLIED PET PIG IS THE PERFECT CHOICE!!! 
 

 

SCAMPP was formed in 1991 shortly after the potbellied pig was brought over to our country, and it 
was a club that supported breeding and breeders. Over the past several years, we have evolved into 
more of a "fun" club and helping out rescues. Some of our members have rescued potbellied pigs them-
selves from time to time. In the beginning, we were a charter of the National Committee On Potbellied 
Pigs (NCOPP), which no longer exists. We participated in NCOPP-sanctioned shows, which included 
conformation classes, trick contests, costume contests, obstacle courses and many other categories in 
which the pigs were judged and would compete for Championships. However, with the influx of over-
breeding and the many homeless potbellied pigs these days, we no longer support breeding and do not 
put on ­shows,® but have turned more towards the educational phase of responsible potbellied pig own-
ership. We were then, and are still, a "group" of people with the same love for the potbellied pigs. We 
love to share stories and chat continually about these loveable animals that have taken over our hearts. 
We have monthly meetings to do just that.  
 
We do not discriminate. We will never ask your race, your religious beliefs, your political views or your 
sexual preference, nor will we ask you what your "diet" is. We do not believe these things to be any of 
our business. We are in this club for the love of potbellied pigs, period! As stated above, our Associa-
tion holds monthly meetings where we discuss latest Pig News and share information on topics such as 
grooming, health care, training, and keep you posted on all upcoming potbellied pig events. We pub-
lish a monthly newsletter and help support potbellied pig rescue and adoption centers as funds allow. 
Membership dues are only $35 per year and includes our monthly newsletter (that's 12 issues per 
year!). See contact info and subscription form on back cover. Also visit our website at www.scampp.com 
where you can sign up online or print out a membership form to join! Anyone is welcome to join us at 
our meetings & events anytime! 

INFORMATION PACKET 
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S 

M E E T I N G 
I N F O 

SCAMPP meetings are held the second Saturday of 
each month, unless we have a special event that 
Saturday.  
 
Our Meeting Locations are changed from time-to-
time. To verify dates and locations, please feel free 
to contact any board member or officer, or check 
our website; meeting locations are always posted 
on our website: http://scampp.com. Meetings start 
at 6pm, but many of our members come around 
5pm for visiting and ­piggy talk® before the meet-
ing starts.  
 
We share information on the proper care of pot-
bellied pigs and keep you posted on all upcoming 
potbellied pig events. We have a lot of fun at our 
meetings in addition to covering some very impor-
tant business regarding our organization. Come 
join the fun and learn what SCAMPP is up to. Kids 
and guests are welcome to attend, and member-
ship or pig ownership is not required to attend. 
Please feel free to invite anyone you may know 
who owns a potbellied pig(s) or who may be inter-
ested in learning about them or adopting one.   
 
If you would like directions or more info, call any 
officer or E-Mail: peggy@scampp.com (please put 
SCAMPP in the subject line). 

In conjunction with 
the San Bernardino 
Farmer¬s Market, 

there will be a 
­Critter Carnival ® 
on Tuesday, July 
26, 2011, from 

6pm - 8pm at Perris 
Hill Park, 1001 E. 

Highland Ave, in San Bernardino. SCAMPP 
will set up our booth, take some pigs, edu-

cate the public about potbellied pigs as 
pets, and have some cute piggy items for 
sale. The Farmer¬s Market offers Delicious 

Food, Fresh Fruit, Healthy Vegetables, Nuts, 
Breads, Baked Goods, Snacks, Pottery, 

Plants, Arts, Crafts, Pony Rides and much 
more! There is also a FREE theater perform-
ance of CINDERELLA (put on by Junior Uni-
versity) in the amphitheater that evening at 
8:15pm. For more info: Contact Peggy at 

951-685-0467 or e-mail 
peggy@scampp.com 

 11th Annual Oktoberfest Festival at The Ramona 
Humane Society, 690 Humane Way, San Jacinto 
from 9am to 4pm. This event features many ani-

mal-related booths, crafters, kids carnival games, dunk tank, 
food vendors and opportunity prize drawings. Come out and 
visit our booth and see some of our cute piggies! 

  Apple Valley Paws 'n Claws Event, Civic Center 
Park, 14955 Dale Evans Parkway, Apple Valley 

from 10am to 3pm. Many animal-related booths, giveaways, 
low-cost pet vaccine and microchip services, animal demos, 
doggie fashion show, and other fun happenings.  

    2nd Annual Furry Friends Festival and Pet 
Walk-a-Thon, at Rancho Cucamonga Animal 
Care & Adoption Center, 11780 Arrow Route, 

Rancho Cucamonga from 8am to 2pm. This event features 
many animal-related booths, pet demos, pet contests and op-
portunity prize drawings. Come out and visit our booth and see 
some of our cute piggies! 
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P I G G Y  H A R N E S S  T R A I N I N G 
By Brent Ashley, Heartland Animal Health  
 Training your pig to walk with you on a leash and harness 
makes your life as his caregiver easier as well as allowing your pig to 
be safer and a closer part of your family. A leash trained pig will be 
easier to take with you on family outings, summer walks, and cer-
tainly to the vet. 
 Pigs that have already bonded to you or the family typically 
don't have any trouble with harness training. If your pig doesn't 
trust you, he needs to be better socialized before harness training. 
 Some key pointers to keep in mindåPigs are prey animals 
and, as such, do not like to be restrained; it is very threatening to 
them. Care needs to be taken not to force your pig into a harness. 
Once they become scared of an object, it is very hard to relieve 

them of that fear. Their intelligence usually makes training them easier but it can also hinder pro-
gress if they continually feel threatened. They don't forget much. 
 To keep them from feeling scared, don't immediately try to put the harness on the pig. Let 
them play with the harness first for a day or so to let them realize that the harness itself offers 
nothing of which to be afraid. 
 When putting the harness on for the first time, it can be useful to distract him by putting 
treats on the ground. Although he will still be aware of what you are doing, his mind will be fo-
cusing on the treats rather than this new activity. If the pig fights, reassure the him that every-
thing is OK and try again. Move slowly and speak softly and do not force this first experience (if 
you have problems getting the harness on for the first time, give us a call and we may be able to 
help you out). 
 Once the harness is on your pig, let him run around for a few minutes. Do this a couple times 
a day at first, increasing the amount of time you leave the harness on the pig. You do not want 
the harness to be tight (they will feel restrained) nor too loose (they may get caught in objects 
or even slip out of the harness). 
 Once he is used to you putting the harness on and taking it off, you can add the leash to 
your routine. This shouldn't be as stressful, but I would recommend you let him play with the 
leash like you did with the harness and allow him to spend time running around without any re-
sistance (being careful to not allow the leash to get wrapped around any objects that might scare 
or trap him). 
 Once your pig is used to the harness and leash, you can again get out your treats and apply a 
little pressure to the leash. Call his name and provide a little force. Once he looks your direction 
or takes a step towards you, give him a treat. It's important that they learn to look at you for 
guidance when they feel pressure on the leash. Continue this practice for short periods so it 
doesn't seem like a chore. 
 Once they understand that pressure means "look at you," start to teach him to walk with you 
at your pace. Go slowly at first. What you want to teach is that you want him to stay close to 
you. Walk slowly and when he catches up, give him treats 
and abundant praise. Don't scold him for not following. 
Always provide praise and treats for staying close to you. 
 That is really the basics and if you have any further 
questions, or are having particular problems, don't hesi-
tate to contact us. 
 If you are needing a harness or a leash, check the 
SCAMPP  website îProductsï page to view harnesses espe-
cially made for potbellied pigs available from Heartland 
Animal Health. Be sure to measure your pig with a flexible 
tape measure or a piece of string before ordering. You will 
need to measure both their neck and their girth (right be-
hind their front legs) for accurate fitting. 
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What kind of general health care do they need? 
Males will grow tusks. The ivory tusks generally need to be trimmed every couple of years. This usually requires a vet 
visit. Hooves usually need annual trimming. Pigs that spend time walking on pavement or concrete are able to keep their 
hooves trimmed by themselves. Hoof trimming can be done by a vet or, with patience, and the pigs permission, by the 
pig¬s family members. Pigs do not get fleas, but they can get ticks! Although ticks have a hard time dealing with the 
tough hide of a pig. Biting insects can be very bothersome to a pig. White pigs are prone to sunburn and need protec-
tion such as children's sunblock (fine mist sunscreen spray is easiest to apply). They have naturally flaky skin and gener-
ally shed their bristles once per year, usually in the summer, on the average (sometimes less). They have virtually no 
odor (males will if they are not neutered!). Obesity is one of the greatest health problems potbellied pigs face. Lots of 
roughage (grass, greens, fruits and vegetables) is very important to their health and well being. In Vietnam they subsist 
on water plants and whatever else they mange to forage. They are not fed ­high density® corn and soybean containing 
feed! An additional problem is that over the thousands of years of domestication, they have been bred to be passive 
and lazy. In other words...they have a tendency to sit around and get fat! Unfortunately, this is not healthy for the 
pig!  What is their personality like? Pigs are highly intelligent, social, affectionate herd creatures. They have been called 
sly and devious and have been compared to a 2-3 year old child as far as emotional maturity. Because pigs are very 
intelligent, they get bored easily. A pig confined to a house all day may (but not always) amuse itself any way it can; 
eating wallpaper, rooting up linoleum, tipping tables, opening kitchen cupboards and the refrigerator. Therefore, it is 
strongly recommended that all pigs have regular access to a yard or grassy area. Rooting is an essential part of a pigs 
behavior, therefore a manicured lawn and a pig don't co-exist well. They will use their considerable brain power to get 
to whatever food might be available. Gardens and flower beds must be protected from the might of the porcine snout! 
Experience has shown that, in general, pigs that live outside with other pig companions tend to have fewer behavior 
problems as they mature. Many times problems don't surface until the pig is 2-3 years old (which is the age a potbellied 
pig reaches maturity). Although some potbellied pigs have successfully been kept as ­only® pigs, it has been found that 
generally pigs are better socialized when living with at least one other pig. If possible, adopting pigs as pairs of siblings 
is desirable. ­Only® pigs have a greater tendency to be aggressive and assertive. It is actually easier to care for two well
-adjusted pigs than one spoiled, demanding and possibly aggressive pig. Pigs are generally very social and affectionate 
creatures (unless pretty much left alone most of the time, then they can become very unsocial and independent). They 
need and love all the attention they can get. They will flop on their sides for tummy rubs and love having their tough 
hide scratched and brushed. Given a lot of attention, they generally enjoy just being close and seem to prefer lying on 
their human companions feet. 
 

What kind of housing do pigs need? 
Pigs living in the house will need their own space, preferably their own room. It is advisable to have the pig area away 
from the kitchen so the human family can eat in peace. They like to burrow under blankets or hay to make a nest for 
sleeping. Many people have slept with their pigs, but pigs can be very moody, pushy and possessive about their sleep-
ing area. If your piggy lives outside, a porcine companion is very strongly recommended. Pigs love to snuggle together 
when sleeping. Outside pigs need a house that will be cool in summer and warm in winter. In areas where the tempera-
ture is much below freezing for long periods of time, a heat lamp is desirable. Pigs need a swimming pool or wallowing 
area for hot summer days, plenty of shade and possibly misters. The yard or area where your piggy will stay needs to 
be securely fenced. If you live in a populated area, the piggy will need to be kept from wandering. That sensitive sense 
of smell will be able to detect a good dinner blocks away. In addition, fences are necessary to keep dogs and other in-
truders out. Hog panels, cedar fencing, chain link fence, and electric fencing have all been used successfully. Hog pan-
els are the most secure but can be expensive for large areas. It is absolutely not a good idea to tie a pig. Pigs are prey 
animals and when frightened will panic if they are restrained from running. This panic can be life-threatening as the pig 
attempts to get free from a rope or chain and works itself into a frenzy. When deciding where your piggy will live, it is 
good to consider ease of access. Pigs have difficulty with stairs as they reach maturity. Piglets can leap onto a couch 
 and negotiate steps with ease, but an adult pig can't.  

I N F O  C E N T E R  -  page 1 of 4  
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Do pigs get along with other pets and kids? 
Pigs and cats get along well. They are either enamored of each other or ignore each other. Dogs and pigs may get along 
but should not be left alone together. Dogs are predators and pigs are prey. Something about that combination is inflam-
matory and can lead to the dog attacking the pig. Although pigs have been known to shred a dog, more often it is the pig 
that comes out on the losing end. Pigs need to establish dominance over those they perceive as being weaker than them-
selves. They have a tendency to see small humans (children) as something they can dominate. Small children and pigs 
need to be watched. 
 

Dogs and pigs should NEVER be unsupervised or left alone together. Again, it is the law of nature...dogs are predators 
and pigs are prey. While some do well when pigs are young, there is a time when the dog has something the pig wants 
(like food) and pig will not back off like another dog and there is a problem. While some dogs tolerate the pig, they also 
get their blood in an uproar when or if that piglet starts screaming. Even the best-natured dog can lose it with a pig. Not 
that the pig doesn't ask for it because they won't back off, but that's of no help to the pig when the dog decides he has 
had enough.  
 

Every day there are E-mail's of a dog somewhere who has killed or hurt a pig. Those that have dogs NEVER leave them 
alone together with the pigs. Even the most well-behaved dog can blow his cool and the pig WILL pay the price. Then 
there are dogs that will run a fence with the pigs on the other side and literally run the piglets to death. That pig scream is 
an open invitation to a dog. There are people that have lucked out, but the luck may not be everyone's and again its not 
worth the risk. Anytime you put two species together with one being predator and one being prey, you can have prob-
lems. 
 

Goats and potbellied pigs can get along, it depends on the goat and the pig. Some people that have Pygmy goats said 
that when grown, they did get nasty with the pig(s). Seems the Pygmy goats like to head-butt and we have heard of sev-
eral cases with serious results. We have also heard that horses and pigs can get along. As with any animal, they do have 
their own personalities and it will depend on the individual animals as to if they will get along or not.  
 

Zoning 
Before deciding to live with a piggy in your life, it is important to determine whether or not potbellied pigs are allowed in 
your town. Many towns classify potbellied pigs as 'livestock', thus they are not legal to keep as pets. Zoning regulations 
can be changed. Many cities and towns that once did not allow pigs as pets, now do as a result of the persistence and 
hard work of devoted pig people. CHECK YOUR ZONING FIRST! Contact your City Hall and ask for the zoning regula-
tions showing which animals are allowed as pets within city limits. Usually for a couple of dollars, they will be happy to 
send you a copy. It's best to get it in writing, so that you will have written back-up in the future should you have any prob-
lems. Don't just take someone's word for it for the sake of the animal. Great zoning information can also be found at: 
http://www.petpigzone.com    

FOR A ZONING SURVEY THAT YOU CAN SEND TO YOUR CITY HALL, SEE PAGE 19 
 

Socializing and Trust 
Hopefully the person you adopted (or purchased) your new piggy from, took the time to socialize your pig. If not, getting 
your pig to trust you may take a bit longer. This is something that CANNOT be rushed. Teaching trust takes time. Don't 
invade your pig¬s space. Let him come to you and explore you. We do this by going into the bathroom, or small area, 
with our pig and just sitting on the floor. When he is ready, he will come and check you out. Remember to move slowly 
with your pig. Quick movement can scare them. The next time, take a little food with you. Before you know it, the pig will 
be crawling all over and around you looking for food. Let your pig know beforehand that you are going to touch him by 
teaching him the word "Touch." He learns that he will not be touched without first getting a warning. If you screw up, it's 
okay and let your pig know with the phrase "I'm Sorry!"  Pigs hate being picked up, as this just isn't natural for them like it 
is with cat or dog. If you are going to be picking your pig up, let him know with "Up" or a word to your liking. This is all 
part of the process of teaching your pig to trust you. By the way, where ever your pig¬s sleeping area is, that is his area! 
Do not bother your piggy there. It is their sanctuary.  

I N F O  C E N T E R  -  page 2 of 4  
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Sick Pig: Know the Signs 
The first sign of a sick pig is his loss of appetite. THIS IS A BAD SIGN! A pig that has lost it's appetite is definitely sick. The 
cause could be one of too many things to mention here, so you should call your vet right away. Remember we are talking pigs 
here and they love to eat. If he does not eat like a pig, then something may be wrong. A sick pig also looks sick and will not act 
normal. Know your pig and his routine. His hair will stand on end like he is cold. If when standing, his back is hunched and his 
hind legs are under his body, that is a sick pig. In any of these cases, make sure you take his temperature to find out if he is 
running a temperature and then call your vet. The faster you act the better. 
 

Constipation 
Potbellied pigs do get constipated. This usually occurs during the winter months when they aren't walking around as much. Our 
pigs seem to almost hibernate during the winter and this makes for lazy pigs. Pigs will get up to eat and up to potty, but that is 
it. They are not out grazing, etc. like they are able to do in the summer, so they probably won't poop as much. It's called a lack 
of exercise. Your pig is not blocked if he is pooping. You will know if your pig is constipated if you give his poop's the step test! 
When you step on the poop, does it smash easily or crumble? A few things to help your pig through the winter constipation 
blues are Bulky Lax (purchased from healthypigs.com), a teaspoon of olive oil on their food, some canned prunes or canned 
pumpkin. Some members give their pigs Orange Metamucil. 
 

Poison Control  
If you think your pig has gotten into some poison or eaten a poisonous plant then call: 888-4ANI-HELP (888-426-4435) 
$65.00 per case may be applied to your credit card. For more information go to: http://www.aspca.org/about-us/animal-
poison-control-center.html 

FOR A LIST OF PLANTS POISONOUS TO POTBELLIED PIGS, See page 15 
 

Tusks  
All pigs grow tusks. This of course includes potbellied pigs. Female pot bellied pigs grow small tusks that rarely get large 
enough to stick out of their mouth. Neutered males will have a nice set of tusks that grow large enough to protrude from the 
mouth. This will start to happen at about three years of age. Tusks need not be trimmed unless they are causing a problem for 
the pig or you. Tusks, however, can get caught on chain link fences or cut your leg if your pig sideswipes your leg, so it is best 
to get them trimmed usually at least once a year. NEVER let anyone trim the tusks if the pig is awake and screaming. He can 
accidentally inhale the tusk. Tusk trimming is best done by your vet or someone experienced doing this. Also, DO NOT have 
anyone remove the tusks!! They are part of the jawbone and removal will cause serious problems!  
 

Hooves 
Pigs that have access to concrete and are able to walk on concrete daily may never need a hoof trim. It seems that pigs that get 
just a few minutes a day walking on cement will wear down their hooves naturally, otherwise their hooves will need to be kept 
trimmed on a regular basis. 

FOR A LIST OF MOBILE HOOF AND TUSK TRIMMERS , See page 20 
 

Housing Ideas  - Indoor Housing  
Potbellied pigs are curious and intelligent animals. If your pet pig is going to be a house piggy, then you will need to ­pig 
proof® your house just as you would for a toddler. Your pig will need a space he can call all his own. If you have a whole room 
that he can call his own, great. For most pigs, ­their spot® is their bed, and when they are in it , leave them alone as this is their 
space. Your potbellied pig¬s bed should consist of blankets and pillows. Never use cedar bedding or sleeping bags. Your best 
bet will be to get some cheap blankets from a thrift store as they love to shred them to just the way they want them. This will 
make them as happy as ­a pig in hog heaven.® An indoor pig pet left all alone all day can get very bored. Remember they are 
curious and also love to root (this is also natural!). In order to amuse himself he may end up rooting up the floor, chewing on 
the walls and opening kitchen cupboards. Many have even figured out how to open the refrigerator, but luckily we have not 
heard of any that have figured out how to use the microwave! Remember, pigs are not only curious, but VERY SMART! If it can 
be opened, they WILL OPEN IT! This is another good reason why you should have all cleaning supplies, pesticides, etc. out of 
reach, just like with a child. It is best if your house pig has plenty of outdoor time. 

I N F O  C E N T E R  -  page 3 of 4  
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Housing Ideas  -  Outdoor Housing  
Outdoor pigs will need a sturdy weather proof shed or barn and plenty of blankets and straw to keep them warm at night. 
Ideally, outdoor pigs should be kept in small groups for extra body warmth. They love to snuggle together on cool nights. Re-
member that pigs need plenty of fresh drinking water at all times. Pigs do not sweat! Actually the only place they ­sweat® is out 
of the top end of their nose! You will see little tiny droplets of water forming there. To help them keep cool during those hot 
summer days, you will need either a kiddy pool (those cheap plastic ones they sell every spring will do fine, but only last about 
one season) or a nice mud hole. Rolling around in the mud hole cools them off by covering them in cool mud. Plus, caked-on 
mud keeps insects from getting to their skin. You will need to make sure that their area is fenced well. Hog or cattle panels 
seem to work best. The cattle panels are taller and harder for stray animals to jump over. Cedar fencing and chain link will do 
also. Chain link should be re-enforced with chicken wire along the bottom and about six inches below ground. Make sure 
there is no place for your pigs snout or tusk to get stuck or caught. You will want a fence that will keep your pig in and others 
(stray dogs, coyotes or other critters) out. An outdoor pig will want to root around. This is a natural thing and your pig should 
be allowed to do this. You may want to fence off a section of your yard for your pig to be a pig. They will root all the way to 
China in order to get at something they smell below the surface. Their snouts are very powerful. You might also need to fence 
off any flower beds that you want to keep. If you have a beautiful lawn and you get a pig, well, you should know what you 
are getting into and take appropriate precautions. 
 

Choosing A Vet  
It can be difficult finding a vet with exotic pet knowledge, let alone potbelly pig knowledge or one that is willing to learn and 
treat your pot belly pig. Potbellied pigs are NOT farm hogs and should not be treated as one. NEVER allow your vet to use 
Ketamine or Halothane to sedate your pig. These drugs are not safe and can kill your pig. The only safe anesthesia to use on a 
potbelly pig is ISO (Isoflourine Gas). Your pet pig will go under quickly and recover quickly with no after effects. Sooner or 
later you are going to need a Vet. Don't wait till the last minute to address this question! You may regret it when a crisis comes 
up.  
 
Here are 5 questions you should ask your Vet before allowing him/ her to treat your pet pig, or even BEFORE you get a pig.  
 

¡ Has this Vet ever worked with potbellied pigs before? If not, does he/she know of a Vet who has? Or is he/she willing 
to learn? (Some vets are not willing to learn. They just assume potbellied pigs are treated the same as farm pigs.)  
¢ If the answer to #1 is yes, can he tell you of other pot belly pig owners that are clients so you may talk with them and 
gain their experiences and share yours with them about potbellies. 
£ Are you allowed to stay with your animal at all times while being treated? You should always be allowed to stay with 
your pig when getting shots. You should also demand to be present when the pig is being put under for surgery (we have done 
this, so do not be afraid to ask). Insist on being there when your pig awakens. 
¤ Does your Vet listen when you have questions or offer advice or information? If the answer to this question is No, FIND 
ANOTHER VET! Some Vets dismiss pet owners outright as not knowing anything. When it comes to potbelly pigs, this belief is 
usually wrong. 
¥ What would the Vet do, in the event the animal bit him? What would be his reaction, i.e., want to destroy the animal to 
test for rabies? Notify authorities? What would be his reaction?  
 
These five questions are very important. Your Vet should be willing to discuss these with you for as long as it takes, until you 
are satisfied you have enough information. If your Vet is not willing to sit down and answer these questions, or does not give 
you complete answers, or refuses to refer you to existing clients with potbelly pigs, FIND ANOTHER VET!!  Again, do not be 
afraid to ask these questions. You are paying for this service and your pig is depending on YOU to do the right thing. So, ask 
the questions, and any others you feel you need to ask. And make sure you get the answers you want. If not, GET ANOTHER 
VET!  

         FOR A LIST OF VETS EXPERIENCED IN TREATING POTBELLIED PIGS, SEE THE VET LIST ON PAGE 20 
OR SEE:  h t t p : / / s c a m p p . c o m / V e t _ H o o f . h t m l 

I N F O  C E N T E R  -  page 4 of 4  
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TRANSPORTING YOUR PIG ~ by Chris Christensen  
 

 If you need to transport your pig and your pig is not 
used to traveling, you may find that a little preparation is nec-
essary before the transporting can begin.  If your need is to 
get your pig to the vet, it may be better to have the vet come 
to you.  In some areas it is easy to find a mobile vet, but in 
other areas it is impossible.  If you are unable to find a mobile 
vet, often the case in more urban areas, you may be lucky 
enough to find an experienced vet who will see your pet pig at 
their office.  Getting the pig to the vetôs office, however, may 
not be so easy.  Some pigs will jump right into a vehicle.  Oth-
ers will walk up a ramp.  Some will easily get into a crate.  
Some will wear a harness and leash, and some wonôt do any 

of the above.  If you get the animal to the vet's office in your car without having it confined to a crate, 
can you control it once you get there?  We have found that having the pig in a crate is preferable, 
but others just walk their pig in on a leash.  If your pig is not leash trained and you need to use a 
crate, but your pig is not crate trained, HELP! 
 Fighting a pig into a crate is usually a disaster.  Bribing a pig into a crate only works once, but 
giving the pig nowhere else to go but into the crate is usually quiet and calm.  First, make sure you 
have a big enough crate.  Then make sure you have a vehicle that will hold the crate.  The ñ700ò or  
ñGiantò size crate will be too high for many SUVôs and covered pickups.  Try it before you get the pig 
loaded.  Then make sure you have enough strong backs to lift it.  One of these large crates weighs 
around 50 lbs, add a full grown potbellied pig at 100 to 150lbs or more and you have a 2 to 3 person 
project.  (At first I made a special roller dolly and an 8ô ramp with a rope and pulley assembly so my 
wife and I could load our boys.  Now we place the crate on a hydraulic table and jack it up to truck 
bed level.)   
 How do you make a pig want to enter a crate?  We have discovered a few ways.  The big se-
cret is to set it up right the first time and donôt fail.  Pigs tend to go forward.  They canôt see behind 
them.  A little prodding with a pig sorting board (a 2ôx3ô piece of plywood or even a garbage can lid) 
lightly tapped (not taped) on their behinds and used to block their vision if they try to turn will do 
wonders to guide them.  We purchase plastic sorting boards from QC Supply (www.qcsupply.com, 
#50019 called Sow Mate Sorting Panels).  Some of our members can guide a pig with a cane by 
tapping its shoulders on one side and then the other.  The main thing to do is keep the pig and you 
CALM.  No chasing, running or yelling.  Get the pig and the crate in a pen or area of the backyard 
(or house) that is fairly small and uncluttered.  In our yard we have a 15ô walkway about two feet 
wide with a short fence on one side and a shed on the other.  We put the crate at one end and guide 
a pig in the other end with the pig board.  Once he starts down the path with the pig board blocking 
his view behind, thereôs no where to go but into the crate.  We have also used exercise pens to cor-
ral the pig, and then placed the crate at the pen opening and folded up the exercise pen making it 
smaller and smaller with the crate being the only place left to go.  I can remember when we first 
started working with pigs.  Chasing them, yelling, wrestling them into crates, and it never worked. It 
stressed us, and it stressed the pig.  Be sure you have enough help, but also make sure that the 
helpers understand that this is not a roundup in the old west.  Weôre not trying to scare the pig, just 
guide it.  If you have a major size pig that wonôt fit in any crate, my wifeôs idea to a member that 
worked excellently was as follows.  The evening before this pig had to go to U.C. Davis Vet Hospital 
for some serious vet work, she had them fill the back of a covered pickup (a van would also work) 
with straw or hay.  They then got some neighbors and friends to hold boards, and corrals on either 
side of the pig and move along as the pig was prodded towards a ramp (a sheet of 3/4ò plywood with 
2ôx4ô reinforcing on the back) into the truck.  The pig went into the truck spent the night in the warm 
straw and left the next morning for U.C. Davis without ever even waking up.   
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P I G G Y  F A Q ½ S  -  page 1 of 6  
What exactly is a potbellied pig?  The potbellied pig (also called Vietnamese Potbellied pig 
or Chinese Potbellied Pig) is one of numerous breeds of "miniature" pigs.  The breed origi-
nated in Southeast Asia and they were first imported into the United States in 1985, bred 
and sold as pets.  They are typically small, short legged pigs with erect ears and straight tails 
with tasseled ends.  They have a pronounced "potbelly" and a slightly swayed back.  They 
can range in weight from 40-50 pounds to well over 200 pounds at maturity.  They have 
short, stiff bristles for hair, grow longer coats in the fall and shed (blow) their coats in the 
summer.  The predominant color is black, but crossbreeding with other miniature pig breeds 
has resulted in white pigs as well as various other black and white and even gray combina-
tions. 
  

What is a miniature pig?  The term "miniature pig" is a term used to describe "small" mature 
pigs.  Miniature pigs are generally considered to be about 1/10 the size of a commercial 
farm pig.  Given that farm pigs can approach and even exceed 1,000 pounds when full-
grown, it is obvious to see that the term "miniature" is both relative and very subjective.  Keep 
in mind that weight is often not the best way to describe a pig.  Pigs are very solid and "hard
-bodied".  It does not take a very "big" pig to weigh 100 pounds.  It is often best to describe 
a pig in terms of size, not weight.  In dealing with inexperienced pig people we often ask 
them to describe the size of their pig in relation to the size of a dog.  Most people can relate 
to and visualize the size of a dog better than they can a pig.  
 

How big do potbellied pigs get?  An average potbellied pig at maturity will probably be in 
the 80-150 pound range if not overweight.  This is the size of a small to medium sized dog in 
terms of height and length.  We have seen potbellied pigs at well over 400 pounds.  Some 
have simply been grossly overfed and under-exercised and others have been cross bred with 
other pigs-even farm pigs.  The smallest healthy adult potbelly we have seen was about 55-
75 pounds at maturity.  Keep in mind that size (length and height) are a function of genetics 
and are predetermined in the pig.  Weight is mainly a function of how much the pig eats. Pig 
owners can affect their pig's weight through feeding and exercise, but not the pig's eventual 
size.  Potbellied pigs can continue to grow well into their fourth year, although experience 
has shown us that the majority of their growth is complete by the end of their second year.  
 

What is a teacup or "micro" miniature pig?  Many breeders are frantically trying to breed 
smaller and smaller potbellied pigs in hopes that the smaller size will attract more buy-
ers.  We have investigated and seen numerous pigs advertised as a "teacup" or "micro-mini" 
pigs.  In virtually every case what we have found was a normal potbellied pig that has been 
chronically underfed and malnourished in an attempt to keep it small.  This information has 
been verified with numerous other sanctuaries and knowledgeable pig people.  In the few in-
stances where a very small (under 20 pounds) pig has been bred, it has been the result of in-
breeding or very concentrated cross breeding.  These pigs tend to be sickly and unhealthy 
pigs with a myriad of health problems and very short life spans.  At the present time, and to 
our knowledge, the teacup or micro mini pig does not exist, nor has any one successfully 
bred a healthy and normal pig this size.  We are certain, however, that the quest by breed-
ers to breed this highly desirable and  highly marketable pig will continue. 
 

How long do potbellied pigs live?  Keep in mind that the potbellied pig has only been in this 
country since 1985.  We are still learning a lot about these unique little animals.  Scientific 
estimates on their longevity range from 12 to 20 plus years.  The truth of the matter is that 
nobody knows for certain.  Given the hardy nature of these pigs and with regular competent 
veterinary care, good diet and a healthy and a stress-free environment, we believe that these 
pigs can routinely live 20 years or more. This is a serious consideration for anyone contem-
plating a potbellied pig as a pet.  It is, quite literally, a lifelong commitment given the obvious 
longevity of these animals.  
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P I G G Y  F A Q ½ S  -  page 2 of 6  
Do potbellied pigs make good pets?  This is without a doubt the most frequently asked question 
we receive.  It is a loaded question and one for which there is no one single answer.  To be sure 
there is a lot to recommend the potbelly as a pet....but only for the right person(s) and under the 
right set of circumstances.  Owning a potbellied pig is radically different from owning any other 
type of animal.  They are unique animals with very unique needs and care requirements.  Let us 
state unequivocally and in no uncertain terms that we do NOT condone nor endorse the keeping 
of any pig as a full time house pet.  Pigs are social creatures with a definite herd mentality.  Vir-
tually every miniature pig in a shelter or sanctuary began life as a "pet" pig.  While there are 
certainly exceptions to this statement, the fact of the matter is that the majority of pet pig rela-
tionships do not work out when the pig is kept as a full-time house pet.  The three most common 
reasons given for people surrendering their pet pig are: size, aggression and zoning con-
flicts.  Pigs that are deprived of the social companionship of other pigs, and further deprived of 
the ability to be outdoors and engage in normal "pig-type" behaviors often do poorly as 
pets.  Many successful potbellied pig owners have recognized these facts and have modified 
their lifestyles and the environment to accommodate the needs of their pig.  They buy/adopt 
more than one pig.  They afford the pig ample quality outdoor time.  They allow the pig(s) ade-
quate room to graze, root in the dirt, make mud holes, and, generally, engage in normal pig 
behavior.  Many offer their pig access to the indoors for limited and controlled periods of 
time.  Many of these pigs seem to do rather well as "pets."  It is our observation that indoor-only 
pet pigs do poorly.  They tend to have more health problems as well as a great deal more be-
havioral problems.  We also believe that many of them have severely shortened life spans. In 
summary, miniature pigs can and do make excellent pets if the natural needs of the pig are met 
by the pig's owner and the pig is provided a natural and normal pig environment and the com-
pany of other pigs. Pigs do not make good full time house pets.  
 

What are some of the "pros" to owning a pig?  Miniature pigs are social, hardy and intelligent 
animals.  They bond readily with humans and other animals.  They are not susceptible to a large 
number of diseases.  Because of their thick skins, they seldom get ticks or fleas.  Because they 
have hair instead of fur, people allergic to animal fur are usually not bothered by pig hair. They 
are a relative "low-maintenance" animal, requiring only one or two vet visits a year for routine 
vaccinations and hoof/tusk trimming. They are relatively inexpensive to feed as they actually eat 
very little food if properly maintained. Pigs are very affectionate animals and love belly rubs, 
butt-scratching and other forms of affection and grooming.  They are naturally clean animals 
and can easily be trained to use a litter box or go only when outdoors.  Pigs have no odor due, 
in part, to the fact that they have no sweat glands.  
 

What are some of the "cons" to owning a pig?  We have previously discussed the many prob-
lems with trying to keep a pig in the house on a full-time basis.  It is often very difficult to find a 
competent and knowledgeable veterinarian for a potbellied pig.  Transporting a full-grown pig 
to the vet can be a real challenge and very few vets make house calls.  Pigs can be a challenge 
as they are very manipulative animals and often become fairly aggressive as they mature-
generally around the 18-month to 2-year mark. Zoning often puts the unwary potbellied pig 
owner at odds with local authorities.  Most jurisdictions classify miniature pigs as swine or live-
stock and do not allow them in residential or non-agriculturally zoned  areas. Pigs kept in the 
house can become very destructive.  When bored or trying to engage in normal pig behavior, 
they can often turn over furniture, root up carpets or vinyl flooring, eat holes in sheet rock, tear 
up bedclothes, etc....  The pig's very longevity can be a "con" if the unwary owner is not fully 
prepared to accept a 20-year or more commitment to his/her pig.   There is no medically ap-
proved rabies vaccine for pigs.  Finding a "pig sitter" or place to board your pig can be a real 
challenge when it comes time for vacations or trips.  Pigs often do not get along well with other 
family pets.  Most specifically, potbellied pigs and already established mature dogs often have 
conflicts, which generally result in catastrophic or fatal injuries to the pig.  
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I have heard that pigs can be aggressive.  Is this true?  Aggressiveness in pet pigs is probably 
the second most common reason given for pig owners giving up their pigs.  Consider the pig in 
the wild.  They live in small social herds, usually run by an older, alpha (dominant) female.  So-
cial standing in the herd is critically important for a pig.  This position in the herd is determined 
by fighting.  Piglets and younger pigs generally have free run of the herd until about 18-months 
to 2-years of age.  At that point they must claim and establish their position in the herd.  This is 
accomplished by fighting and is characterized by a great deal of posturing, jaw snapping, 
foaming at the mouth, swiping with tusks, biting, slamming their head into their adversary's 
sides in an attempt to knock him/her over or lift him/her off their feet.  Once one of the pigs 
gives way, the fighting generally ceases and a new hierarchy has been established.  When a 
new pig is introduced to an established herd, the fighting starts all over again with the new-
comer fighting to establish his/her position and all the other herd members fighting to maintain 
their respective positions.  To the uninitiated, it can be a scary scene to behold and it occurs 
every time we introduce a newly rescued pig into his/her new herd.  With the pet pig, the family 
has become the pig's surrogate herd.  When the time is right, the pet pig will do what is natural-
he/she will attempt to find their niche in the social order of the herd.  To do this, he/she en-
gages in what is normal pig behavior and begins to get aggressive with other family mem-
bers.  This phenomenon often takes family members by surprise when their loving and affection-
ate little pig suddenly becomes "the pig from hell."  In some cases, it is a passing phase and the 
pig finds his/her place relatively easily and all returns to normal.  In many other cases, it can 
escalate until the family is forced to get rid of the pig. A related type of aggression is also very 
common in the pet pig.  Every time a visitor comes to the house or a new member is added to 
the family (i.e.: a new baby), the pet pigs sees this event as a new member joining the herd and 
attempts to ensure his/her established position by becoming aggressive with the visitor or new-
comer.  Again, the pig is only engaging in normal pig behavior and can not understand why 
he/she is disciplined or banished to a basement or spare bedroom when company arrives.  In-
terestingly, when an "aggressive" pig is placed in a herd of other pigs, the aggressiveness in-
variably disappears within 48-72 hours. Proper training can diminish aggressiveness. 
 

What do potbellied pigs eat?  Keeping a pig from becoming overweight is one of the hardest 
challenges for a pig owner.  Pigs are fairly indiscriminate eaters and, if left to their own devices, 
will literally "make pigs of themselves.® There are several commercially available miniature pig 
feeds available (check the feed stores). Generally sold in 25 or 50 pound bags, these feeds are 
nutritionally designed for miniature pigs and should be their predominant feed. Mature potbel-
lies with normal levels of exercise should get two daily feedings of no more than one cup of feed 
each. Supplemental foods can include most low acid fruits and vegetables.  Fruits should be fed 
sparingly due to the high natural sugar content. A good rule of thumb is "no people food."  Pot-
bellies need a low protein, low fat, low salt diet. The important thing is to not overfeed your pig. 
You must show restraint in feeding your pig, because the pig certainly has none when it comes 
to eating. If quality grass is available, pigs can be allowed to graze, but feed amounts may 
have to be adjusted downward if your pig grazes a great deal.  Pigs are ungulates (they have 
only one stomach). They prefer alfalfa hay or a mix of alfalfa with other grasses and, during the 
winter or periods of drought, should have some hay as a supplement for roughage. Many peo-
ple use Cheerios or some similar non-sugar, grain-based cereals for snacks, treats or training.  
 

Do not feed your pig cat or dog food or table scraps!  Do not attempt to limit your pet pig¬s size 
by restricting it¬s food. Chocolate is very bad for pigs, just as it is for many other animals. It 
should go without saying that pigs will investigate and taste virtually anything they find in their 
environment-natural or manmade. Therefore, you must ensure that any and all plants, chemi-
cals, cleaning supplies, antifreeze, etc....that may be bad for your pig are well out of 
reach.  We have found that pigs are generally pretty good about leaving "bad" plants and 
bushes alone on their own. They seem to have an instinct about natural poisons.  However, they 
are not programmed by nature to recognize dangerous & deadly man-made poisons and are 
much more likely to eat rat poison, antifreeze and other chemicals found around the your home. 
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You must ensure that you ­pig-proof" your house and yard before you get a pig and regularly 
thereafter. An important point: Pigs need a constant source of fresh, clean water at all times.  Pigs, 
especially in hot weather, may drink as much as 10-15% of their body-weight in water daily.  In 
hot weather, your pig must have either a mud hole or some other source of water in which he can 
immerse himself to help keep his body temperature down.  Inexpensive "kiddy pools" are a good 
and inexpensive option and are disposable when your pig finally destroys it.  Without the ability 
to sweat it is very easy for a pig to become overheated and  become stressed or go into heat 
stroke.  Even in cooler weather, pigs drink a prodigious amount of water compared to other ani-
mals.  
 

Should a pet pig be vaccinated?  We recommend that all pigs be vaccinated when piglets. At a 
minimum we recommend vaccination for brucellosis, erysipelas, pseudorabies, parvo and teta-
nus.  Your vet may recommend other vaccinations based on swine diseases that may be prevalent 
in your area.  There is mixed opinions among the pig community as to whether annual vaccina-
tions are necessary.  Our view on the issue is that it doesn't hurt, but if you own a single pig, it is 
probably not necessary.  Most of the serious and potentially deadly diseases pigs contract they get 
from contact with other pigs.  In a closed herd or for a pig that has virtually no exposure to other 
pigs, the chances of disease transmission are minimal.  There are a few zoonotic diseases out 
there, but none that seem to be of great danger to the majority of pigs.  A zoonotic disease is one 
that can be contracted from another species.  If your pig is in contact with other pigs or a large 
number of other animals, it is probably wise to have the pig vaccinated regularly.  We do, how-
ever, recommend a biannual worming of all pigs.  It is an inexpensive precaution against a host 
of parasites and can be done orally, by injection or by using a topical (pour-on) antiparasitic.  It is 
not necessary to have a vet accomplish this procedure-especially if you use an oral or topical 
agent.  Ivomec (Ivomectrin) seems to be the antiparasitic of choice among pig owners, but satisfac-
tory results have also been obtained by using Dectomax. 
 

What other maintenance requirements will a pig require?  We always recommend at least an an-
nual checkup by a qualified veterinarian.  Hooves and tusks may need attention on an annual ba-
sis depending on the age, sex and level of physical activity of the pig.  Some pigs require more 
frequent attention to hooves and dentition.  In some cases the pig will have to be anesthetized to 
perform these procedures.  You should always try to find a vet who uses Isoflourine gas to anes-
thetize a pig.  Pigs often do very poorly with injectable anesthesia and the risk of complications 
and even death are significantly higher with the use of injectable anesthesia-especially if your vet 
is not a "pig expert."  Most pigs, unless they are fighters and/or get too stressed out, can be 
trimmed without anesthesia. You will need to learn and become educated on what is normal for 
your pig.  As creatures of habit, you will soon be able to tell when your pig is not acting nor-
mally.  Not every abnormal behavior is cause to rush to the vet, but there are certain signs and 
symptoms that will tell you that your pig needs immediate medical attention.  If in doubt, call your 
vet or some other knowledgeable pig resource that you trust.  Do not procrastinate and do not try 
to treat the pig yourself.  
 

Which makes a better pet-males or females?  If spayed/neutered, we find no difference in the 
quality of either sex as a pet. Unneutered male pigs are called boars.  They are obnoxious little 
fellows with a pungent odor and a libido the size of Texas.  They grow tusks (canine teeth) at a 
very rapid rate and develop heavy slabs of muscles-especially on their front shoulder blades-
called armor, that they use when they fight with other boars.  Boars can become sexually active as 
early as three months of age and are usually neutered between one month and two months of 
age.  It is a relatively simple and inexpensive procedure when done by a competent vet.  Once 
neutered, they have gentle dispositions, no odor and lose all their huge libidos. A neutered male is 
called a barrow.  Unspayed females are called either gilts (never had a litter of piglets) or a sow 
(has had one or more litters).  Unspayed females have a monthly menstrual cycle and can become 
quite obnoxious for 3-5 days about every 27 days.  They can become sexually active as early as 
5 or 6 months of age.  Spaying a female is much more involved than neutering a boar and is, es-
sentially, a complete hysterectomy. If not spayed, they can develop cancerous uterine tumors.  
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Once spayed, the female no longer has a monthly cycle and becomes very docile.  One word 
of caution: Many vets do not like to spay an adult female potbellied pig as the surgery is too 
involved and the risk of death is significantly higher.  Most, however, prefer to wait until the 
pig is several months old before doing this surgery and some even prefer that the pig have 
completed at least one menstrual cycle before spaying.  Check with your vet to see what he/
she prefers.  Once neutered, both males and females make equally good companions.  
 

What should I do before I get a pig?  In a word: GET EDUCATED.  We can not urge the pro-
spective pig owner enough to learn about these animals first-hand before getting one.  Edu-
cation is not only the key to ensuring that you are not getting in over your head but it is the 
main ingredient in reducing the number of abused, abandoned and neglected pigs needing 
rescue.  Contact a sanctuary.  If there is not one near you, find one on the Internet.  They can 
more than likely put you in touch with some pig rescue organization or potbellied pig service 
group in your area that can provide you with detailed information.  Virtually every sanctuary 
we know of is more than happy to spend time with a prospective pig owner and provide a 
first-hand education about potbellied pigs.  At the risk of infuriating breeders, we strongly 
recommend you do not go only to a breeder for your education.  Remember, the breeder is 
in business to sell pigs.  While there are some very reputable breeders out there, it has been 
our experience in talking to many pig owners that truth in advertising is not always a 
breeder's long suit.  There is a wide selection of books and literature available which discuss 
potbellied pigs in great detail.   Some of it is good and some of it is very misleading.  There 
is no substitute for getting a solid, first-hand education.  If your pig purchase does not work 
out, these little animals are very difficult to place in other homes.  Don't be surprised or dis-
appointed if you discover that owning a pet pig is not for you.  Better to find out before you 
invest the time, money, and energy in a pig only to find out that you are not zoned for a pig 
or that a pig was a bad choice as a pet.  
 

I have decided to get a pig.  Where should I go?  There are three main sources where you 
can get a pig: a pet shop, a breeder, a sanctuary/shelter.  We can not recommend strongly 
enough: DO NOT BUY A PIG FROM A PET SHOP.  As with many other animals sold in pet 
stores, these animals are frequently improperly bred, not properly weaned, vaccinated or 
wormed and often sickly.  In many cases a potbellied pig will be bred to another pig breed-
even a farm pig-to produce quick, large litters to maximize the store's profits.  You will be 
forced to pay an outrageous price for a "pig in a poke" profits.  You will be forced to pay an 
outrageous price. Breeders fall into one of two categories: reputable and "backyard" breed-
ers.  Unfortunately, the distinction is often arbitrary and very subjective.  Even amongst 
breeders themselves, there is disagreement on who is reputable and who is not.  Just remem-
ber that the motivation behind a breeder is profit.  We have seen some wonderful and 
healthy pigs purchased from breeders, but we have also seen just as many horror stories of 
sick or defective pigs that came from supposedly reputable breeders.  Do your homework 
carefully.  Buying a "registered pig" does not guarantee the pig is healthy or sound.  Ensure 
the piglet has been weaned properly, vaccinated, wormed and spayed or neutered as appro-
priate.  Ask to see both the sow and the boar that the piglets came from.  The size of the par-
ents is not always an ironclad guarantee that the offspring will be that size - ask the age of 
the parents.  Unfortunately, there is no way of knowing how closely bred or inbred/crossbred 
your prospective pig is.  Some breeders are very conscientious with their crossbreeding and 
inbreeding, but many are not. When you closely breed any animal in an attempt to get desir-
able traits, you also breed in many undesirable traits at the same time.  We will never recom-
mend buying a pig or piglet sight unseen.  Once again, education is all-important BEFORE 
you buy.  Contracts with breeders can be sound legal documents or they can be so much 
printed garbage.  Not too many people will go to the trouble and expense to take a breeder 
to court if conditions of the contract are not fulfilled by the breeder. Sanctuaries often have 
rescued pigs or piglets for adoption for little to no expense.  It is common practice for a sanc-
tuary to ask for a donation to cover their costs of rescuing and medically treating a pig. 
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In the case of piglets born on the sanctuary to rescued sows, at least the mother is available for 
you to see.  The boar may or may not be available depending on the circumstances of the res-
cue.  You, the prospective owner, should still approach a sanctuary adoption with a healthy 
skepticism.  While not motivated by profit, the sanctuary is much more likely simply to be look-
ing for a good home for the pig or piglet.  A reputable sanctuary will normally not put a 
"problem" pig up for adoption.  As insurance, the sanctuary should still have a contract avail-
able that guarantees the pig to be in good health, current on vaccinations and free of defects 
to the best of the sanctuary's knowledge.  An adoption contract should specifically state that 
they will take the pig back from the owner at any time and for any reason as long as the pig is 
alive...no questions asked, should the adoption not work out.  In many cases the sanctuary di-
rector will be able to put you in contact with the former owner of the pig should you want to 
ask any questions before adoption.  Most reputable sanctuaries will screen you more closely 
than any pet shop, breeder, or animal shelter before they even consider allowing you to adopt 
a pig from their sanctuary.  They should also ensure that you are fully knowledgeable and 
comfortable with owning a pig and that the pig is going to a good and sound environment.  It 
is to the sanctuary director's benefit to do so as he/she has not only a cost invested in the pig, 
but an emotional investment as well.  The sanctuary prefers to only have to rescue a pig one 
time and if the adoption does not work out the sanctuary must recover the pig and the pig is 
put through the trauma of another upheaval.  You will get a good feel for the quality of the 
sanctuary when you visit, and your gut feelings about the sanctuary and the quality of care 
they afford the rescued animals is probably very valid. 
 

Should I adopt/purchase a piglet or a full-grown pig?   There are pros and cons to both op-
tions.  With a piglet you have the joy and pleasure of raising the piglet and enjoying it as it 
goes through the growth and bonding process with you.  Baby pigs can be a source of un-
speakable joy and laughter.  Unfortunately, you have no idea if the piglet has a medical con-
dition or abnormality that may not manifest itself until later in the pig's life.  You also have no 
idea how big this little piglet is going to get.  Being able to see one or more of the parents is 
helpful, but not always a reliable gauge as to how large the piglet will be at maturity.  Many 
people deem these to be acceptable risks and prefer a piglet or very young pig.  Ensure that 
the piglet has been properly weaned and not weaned too early.  Piglets that are bottle raised 
or taken from their mother too early can have behavioral and/or medical problems later on in 
life as they get a lot of their "pig social skills" from being raised in a litter.  They also get a lot 
of their natural immunities from their mother's milk.  Normal weaning time for a healthy piglet 
is 6-10 weeks with 8 weeks being an average.  All piglets should be vaccinated at about 4 
weeks and males should be neutered at least two weeks before purchase/adoption.  Females 
may be too young to be safely spayed at purchase/adoption so that may be your responsibil-
ity if you opt for a female piglet.  The breeder or sanctuary staff should have accomplished at 
least some basic socialization of the piglet so it is at least used to being handled and will not 
squeal to the point of dangerously stressing the piglet. With an adult pig, you obviously forego 
the raising of the piglet into an adult pig.  But you get to see a more mature pig and can better 
judge how social and friendly the pig is before you obtain it.  There are many loving, social 
and affectionate young and even mature pigs available that were rescued due to circum-
stances beyond the pig's control who crave a good home and who make excellent pets.  As 
with piglets, you should be guaranteed in writing that vaccinations and deworming are current 
and that the pig is sound and healthy.  If the pig was raised as a "pet pig" and the pig was 
not abused, many sanctuaries are only too happy to be able to place an older pig back into a 
family environment similar to the one it was raised in.  Many former pet pigs have a very diffi-
cult time when placed in a sanctuary environment as they have never been socialized to living 
life as a pig in a herd of other pigs.  Adjustment to this life coupled with the grief of losing its 
lifetime family can cause serious emotional trauma for the rescued pet pig.   Adopting a ma-
ture pig that desperately needs a home can be a very rewarding experience for you and very 
good for a lonely and unhappy little pig.   
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