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INFORMATION PACKET\:

We are a 501(c)(3) norprofit organization dedicated to educating peo-
ple about potbellied pigs as well as offering referral service for pigs in
need of new homes or to people who wish to adopt them. Southern Cali-
fornia Association for Miniature Potbellied Pigs (SCAMPP) is an assofig-
tion of potbellied pig lovers who meet once a month as well as takes sgme
" of our potbellied pigs to Pet Expos, Adoption Fairs and Community Eyents
$ in order to promote the potbellied pig as pets, and to educate the public
about the proper care of potbellied pigs. If you own a potbellied pig(s), ¢r
SCAM PP if you are interested in learning about them, we hope the information ¢dn-
tained within these pages will be of interest to you and/or that you will

pass this information onto someone else who is interested, if you do not need it.

MISSION STATEMENT: The primary objectives and purposes of this Association shall be:
To provide advocacy, action, and necessary support towards attaining the best quality of
life for pigs as pets; to supply education about the pig and pig as pets to current pig own-
ers, prospective pig owners, the general public, civic partners, and community partners; to
give back to the needs of the community through services provided by SCAMPP and col-
laborations with SCAMPP, with the interest of the breed incorporated into these endeav-
ors; and to continuously enhance the association to meet these objectives and purposes.

MINIATURE POTBELLIED PIGS MAKE WONDERFUL PETS. THEY ARE CLEAN, THEY GAN BE|LITTE
BOX TRAINED, THEY DON'T SHED LIKE DOGS OR CATS, NOR GET FLEAS LIKE DOGS OR [CATS.
THEY CAN DO TRICKS A DOG NEVER THOUGHT OF!!!l THEY DON'T KEEP PEOPLE AWAKE ALL
NIGHT BARKING LIKE DOGS DO, AND DON'T RUN THE NEIGHBORHOOD GOING POTTY IN
NEIGHBORS YARDS. THEY CAN EVEN WALK ON A LEASH. IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A PE|[T
THAT'S A LITTLE DIFFERENT, THEN A MINIATURE POTBELLIED PET PIG IS THE PERFECT|QHOICE

SCAMPP was formed in 1991 shortly after the potbellied pig was brought over to our country, and
was a club that supported breeding and breeders. Over the past several years, we have evolved info
more of a "fun” club and helping out rescues. Some of our members have rescued potbellied pigs|them-
selves from time to time. In the beginning, we were a charter of the National Committee On Potbellied

Pigs (NCOPP), which no longer exists. We participated in NC&&Rtioned shows, which included
conformation classes, trick contests, costume contests, obstacle courses and many other categorjefs in
which the pigs were judged and would compete for Championships. However, with the influx ef ovef
breeding and the many homeless potbellied pigs these days, we no longer support breeding and ¢qg not

put on -shows, ® but have turned more to the|ledu
We were then, and are still, a "group” of people with the same love for the potbellied pigs. We love [o
share stories and chat continually about these loveable animals that have taken over our hearts. Wg
have monthly meetings to do just that.

We do not discriminate. We will never ask your race, your religious beliefs, your political views or ygur
sexual preference, nor will we ask you what your "diet" is. We do not believe these things to be any|of
our business. We are in this club for the love of potbellied pigs, period! As stated above, our Assogi
tion holds monthly meetings where we discuss latest Pig News and share information on topics su
grooming, health care, training, and keep you posted on all upcoming potbellied pig events. We p
lish a monthly newsletter and help support potbellied pig rescue and adoption centers. Membershj
dues are only $35 per year and includes our monthly newsletters and other membership benefits.|If you

live out of our area and cannot attend our meetings and events, but wish to receive our monthly ngyslet-
ter only, the dues are then only $25 per year (that's 12 issues per year!). See contact info and subsgrip-

tion form on back cover. Also visit our websitevatw.scampp.conwhere you can sign up online! Join
us at our meetings & events anytime!

A\ e
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PIGGY HARNESS TRAINING

By Brent Ashley, Heartland Animal Héalt

e Trainin(_? your pig to walk with you on a leash and harness
- ~imakes your life as his caregiver easier as well as allowing your Iplg t
~ = ibe safer and a closer part of your family. A leash trained pig will be
. ieasier to take with you on family outings, summer walks, and cer-
Witainly to the vet. _ _
: Pigs that have already bonded to you or the family typically
:don't have any trouble with harness training. If your pig doesn't
A= itrust you, he needs to be better socialized before harness training.
Some ke pointers to keep 1n
iand, as such, do not like to be restrained,; it is very threatening to
: “ithem. Care needs to be taken not to force your plﬁ into a harness.
P EERRSEREEE=E Once they become scared of an object, it is very hard to relieve
them of that fear. Their intelligence usually makes training them easier but it can also hinder
progress if they continually feel threatened. They don't forget much. _

0 keep them from fee mg scared, don't immediately try to put the harness on the plfg. Let
them play with the harness first for a day or so to let them realize that the harness itself offers
nothing of which to be afraid. o _ _ _ _

When putting the harness on for the first time, it can be useful to distract him by putting
treats on the ground. Although he will still be aware of what you are doing, his mind will be fo-
cusing on the treats rather than this new activity. If the pig fights, reassure the him that every-
thing 1s OK and try again. Move slowly and speak softly and do not force this first experience (i

oiJ ave pr8blems getting the harness on for the first time, give us a call and we may be able 1
€lp you out). : : : : : :

Once the harness is on your pig, let him run around for a few minutes. Do this a couple time
a day at first, increasing the amount of time you leave the harness on the pig. You do not want
the harness to be tight (they will feel restrained) nor too loose (they may get caught in objects
or even slip out of the harness). o

Once he is used to you putting the harness on and taking it off, you can add the leash to

our routine. This shouldn't be as stressful, but | would recommend you let him play with the
eash like you did with the harness and allow him to spend time running around without any re-
sistance (being careful to not allow the leash to get wrapped around any objects that might
scare or trap him). _

~Once your pig is used to the harness and leash, cP/OU can again get out your treats and apply
little pressure to the leash. Call his name and provide a little force. Once he looks your directiol
or takes a step towards P/OU' give him a treat. It's important that they learn to look at you for
gwdance when they feel pressure on the leash. Continue this practice for short periods so it

oesn't seem like a chore.

Once they understand that pressure means "look at you," start to teach him to walk with yot
at your pace. Go slowly at first. What you want to teach is that you want him to stay close to
¥ou. Walk slowly and when he catches up, give him treats and abundant praise. Don't scold hi
for not following. Always provide praise and treats for s R g
ing close to you. _ _ g g e S0 v

That is really the basics and if you have any further E&se
guestions, or are having particular problems, don't hesig
to contact us.

Ifxou are needing a harness or a leash, check the
SCAMPP website TProduct
cially made for potbellied pigs available from Heartland
sure to measure your pig with a flexible tape measure

lece of string before ordering. You will need to measu
oth their neck and their girth (right behind their front
legs) for accurate fitting.
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POTBELLY PIG SIZE, HEIGHT AND WEIGHT

(g ;ggﬂ:?‘,y{‘._{ A SO o All potbellied pigs are miniature when compared
PR A S R : “Hlto their cousin, the farm hog. Hence the name _
A Tmlnlature potbellied pi

““llhog can exceed 1,000 pounds. Thus it is obvious
. ~{why Vietnamese potbellled pigs are considered

“<{miniature. Also, weight is not always the best way to
describe them. Their bodies are very compact and
- i{lsolid. A 100-pound pig can be the size of a small

idog that weighs 3540 pounds.

g A full-grown Vietnamese potbellied pig can be
s|lanywhere from 100 to 200 pounds and not be
overweight, and is still considered a miniature pot-

= [bellied pig. The average size seems to be 1280
== pounds but just like humans, pigs do come in vari-
ous sizes and weights. With proper feeding and ex-
ercise, your pig will grow to its predetermined ge-
netic size. You can affect your pet pig's weight through overfeeding, underfeeding, or a lack of
exercise (just like us!). This is not a good idea and could cause serious health problems!!

There are many breeders out there that tell people that potbellied pigs will stay small if you
do not feed them a lot. In the potbellied pig world they are called back yard breeders (breeders
who misinform buyers and over breed just to make money). PIB3&OT FALL FOR THIS
SCAM!Underfeeding a pig, or any animal for that matter, will cause serious health problems ar
deformities. Plus, some breeders may tel]l
breed. Here is a tip for you: ALL potbellied pigs in North America and Hawaii come from the
same line. Period!!

Some potbellied pigs have a naturally "plump" appearance. They have full round jowls, a
rounder body and more of a "pot" belly. Others are slender and more athletic. If you can see tt
ribs, hips or other bones your pig is underweight. If your pig looks like it has swallowed a melo
when looking down at him from above your pig may be overweight. Another indication of an
over weight pig is when folds &fimhanesgir ®ag
pig cannot see well when it has this condition).

Baby potbelly, Full -grown potbelly, Farm hog

TYPE'S OF MINI PIGS:

The most common type of mini pig is tiRotbellied Pigalso called Viethamese Potbellied Pig,
Miniature Pot Belly Pig, or Chinese Potbellied Pig).

TheKuneKuness also a mini pig, but weighs in at around 400 pounds on average and looks
more like their cousin the farm pig.

As for the secalledTeacupor Micro Mini pigs, these are just normal potbellied pig's that have
been chronically underfed and malnourished in an attempt to keep them small. Their life span
maybeFIVE YEARShis is because the pig stays tiBJT THE ORGAN&ntinue toGROW
NORMAL SIZEor a normal size pig. Teacups, Midviini's, European Blue Butts these are all
fancy names made up by breeders. Remember, ALL potbellied pigs within the United States c
from the same line.

The only reason there may be very small, tiny potbellied pigs is because of unscrupulous bree
inbreeding the pigs, or telling people not to feed them much in order to keep them small. That
animal abusePlease do not fall for this
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What kind of general health care do they need?

Males will grow tusks. The ivory tusks generally need to be trimmed every couple of
visit. Hooves usually need annual trimming. Pigs that spend time walking on pavemernt or cc
hooves trimmed by themselves. Hoof trimming can be done by a vet or, with patience} and t
pig-s family members. Pigs do not get |[|f] e
tough hide of a pig. Biting insects can be very bothersome to a pig. White pigs are prigne to
tion such as children's sunblock (fine mist sunscreen spray is easiest to apply). They| have r
ally shed their bristles once per year, usually in the summer, on the average (sometimes les
odor (males will if they are not neutered!). Obesity is one of the greatest health problems po
roughage (grass, greens, fruits and vegetables) is very important to their health and well be
on water plants and whatever el se they| ma
feed! An additional problem is that over the thousands of years of domestication, they|have
and lazy. In other words...they have a tendency to sit around and get fat! Unfortunate
pig!What is their personality like? Pigs are highly intelligent, social, affectionate herd|q
sly and devious and have been cohhpeaedltd ehild as far as emotional maturity. Beca

Pars.

W s

< =W A

behavior, therefore a manicured lawn anexaspigadloThey will use their considerable bfz
to whatever food might be available. Gardens and flower beds must be protected fro
Experience has shown that, in general, pigs that live outside with other pig companic

pig reaches maturity). Although some otb
generally pigs are better socialized when living with at least one other pig. If possible, |adopt
I's desirable. -Only® pigs have a greatller

-adjusted pigs than one spoiled, demanding and possibly aggressive pig. Pigs are ge
creatures (unless pretty much left alone most of the time, then they can become ver
need and love all the attention they can get. They will flop on their sides for tummy r

their human companions feet.
What kind of housing do pigs need?

truders out. Hog panels, cedar fencing, chain link fence, and electric fencing have all been
els are the most secure but can be expensive for largeotrgasdtdeatiodlatalpig. Pigs|e

good to consider ease of access. Pigs have difficulty with stairs as they reach maturi
\\and negotiate steps with ease, but an adult pig can't.
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Do pigs get along with other pets and kids?

Pigs and cats get along well. They are either enamored of each other or ignore each other. [
bushould mat left alone together. Dogs are predators and pigs are prey. Something about the
matory and can lead to the dog attacking the pig. Although pigs have been known to shred a
that comes out on the losing end. Pigs need to establish dominance over those they perceiv
selves. They have a tendency to see small humans (children) as something they can domine
need to be watched.

Dogs and pigs should NEVER be unsupervised. gxdefbaiobisettegetherf nature...dogs are pred
and pigs are prey. While some do well when pigs are young, there is a time when the dog he
(like food) and pig will not back off like another dog and there is a problem. While some dogs
get their blood in an uproar when or if that piglet starts seraaredgd &yeariledaeistwith a pig. N
that the pig doesn't ask for it because they won't back off, but that's of no help to the pig whe
had enough.

Every day therenaad'€0of a dog somewhere who has killed or hurt a pig NEME&thathare dog
alone together with the pigs. Everbdteawsastogitan blow his cool and the pig WILL pay the p
there are dogs that will run a fence with the pigs on the other side and literally run the piglets
an open invitation to a dog. There are people that have lucked out, but the luck may not be €
worth the risk. Anytime you put two species together with one being predator and one being
lems.

Goats and potbellied pigs can get along, it depends on the goat and the pig. Some people th
that when grown, they did get nasty with the pig(s). Seems théd®yamy gediali&d&altkatisev
eral cases with serious results. We have also heard that horses and pigs can get along. As v
their own personalities and it will depend on the individual animals as to if they will get along

Zoning
Before deciding to live with a piggy in your life, it is important to determine whether or not po
your town. Many towns classify potbellied pigs as 'livestock’, thus they are not legal to keep
can be changed. Many cities and towns that once did not allow pigs as pets, how do as a re:
hard work of devoted piCptE@Ie YOUR ZONINGA&SVbur City Hall and ask for the zoning r
tions showing which animals are allowed as pets within city limits. Usually for a couple of dol
send you a copy. It's best to get it in writing, so that yowupiihhihedwiuiteeshoadd you have any
lems. Don't just take someone's word for it for the sake of the animal. Great zoning informati
http://www.petpigzone.com

FOR A ZONING SURVEY THAT YOU CAN SEND TO YOUR CITY HALL, SEE

Socializing and Trust

Hopefully the person you adopted (or purchased) your new piggy from, took the time to soci:
your pig to trust you may take a bit longer. This is something that CANNOT be rushed. Teac
Il nvade your pig-Ss space. Let him come to
with our pig and just sitting on the floor. When he is ready, he will come and check you out. |
with your pig. Quick movement can scare them. The next time, take a little food with you. Be
be crawling all over and around you looking for food. Let your pig know beforehand that you
teaching him the word "Touch." He learns that he will not be touched without first getting a w
okay and let your pig know with the phrase "I'm Sorry!" Pigs hate being picked up, a this ju
Is with cat or dog. If you are going to be picking your pig up, let him know with "Up" or a worc
part of the process of teaching your pig
Do not bother your piggy there. It is their sanctuary.
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Sick Pig: Know the Signs

The first sign of a sick pig is his loss of appetite. THIS IS A BAD SIGN! A pig thatkiélsdost it's
cause could be one of too many things to mention here, so you should call your vet right awa
here and they love to eat. If he does not eat like a pig, then something may be wrong.tA sick
act normal. Know your pig and his routine. His hair will stand on end like he is cold. If when s
and his hind legs are under his body, that is a sick pig. In any of these cases, make sulti¢ you
he is running a temperature and then call your vet. The faster you act the better.

Constipation

Potbellied pigs do get constipated. This usually occurs during the winter months when they al
Our pigs seem to almost hibernate during the winter and this makes for lazy pigs. Pigs will ge
that is it. They are not out grazing, etc. like they are able to do in the summer, so they probak
called a lack of exercise. Your pig is not blocked if he is pooping. You will know if your pig is ¢
poop's the step test! When you step on the poop, does it smash easily or crumble? A few thir
winter constipation bRugdkyat@xirchased from healthypigs.com), a teaspoon of olive oil on their
prunes or canned pumpkin.

Poison Control
If you think your pig has gotten into some poison or eaten a poigbReHE pR(i8EB 348l 888
$65.00 per case may be applied to your credit card. For rhitge/imfannaspoagorgiadiantmal
poisecontrgenter.html

FOR A LIST OF PLANTS POISONOUS TO POTBELLIED PIGS, See page

Tusks

All pigs grow tusks. This of course includes potbellied pigs. Female pot bellied pigs grow sma
enough to stick out of their mouth. Neutered males will have a nice set of tusks that grow larg
mouth. This will start to happen at about three years of age. Tusks need not be trimmed unle:
the pig or you. Tusks, however, can get caught on chain link fences or cut your leg if lpestir pig
to get them trimmed usually at least once a year. NEVER let anyone trim the tusks if the pig i
accidentally inhale the tusk. Tusk trimming is best done by your vet or somed@ H<pRrvenced
anyorremovbke tusks!! They are part of the jawbone and removal will cause serious problems!

FOR A LIST OF MOBILE TUSK TRIMMERS, See page 23

Hooves
Pigs that have access to concrete and are able to walk on concrete daily may never need a h
get just a few minutes a day walking on cement will wear down their hooves naturally, otherw
kept trimmed on a regular basis.

FOR A LIST OF MOBILE HOOF TRIMMERS , See page 23

Housing Idelasloor Housing

Potbellied pigs are curious and intellige]
proof® your house just as you would for a
room that he can call his own, great . thsor
I's their space. Your potbellied pig-s bed
Your best bet will be to get some cheap blankets from a thrift store as they love to shrad then
This will make them as happy as -a pig in

they are curious and also love to root (this is also natural!). In order to amuse himself he may
chewing on the walls and opening kitchen cupboards. Many have even figured out how to op
have not heard of any that have figured out how to use the microwave! Remember, pigs are r
SMART! If it can be opened, they WILL OPEN IT! This is another good reason why you shoul
cides, etc. out of reach, just like with a child. It is best if your house pig has plenty of outdoor


http://www.pigs4ever.com/PotBelliedPigProducts/pig_food.htm
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Housing Ide&utdoor Housing

Outdoor pigs will need a sturdy weather proof shed or barn and plenty of blankets and straw t
Ideally, outdoor pigs should be kept in small groups for extra body warmth. They love to snug
member that pigs need plenty of fresh ddri
of the top end of their nose! You will see little tiny droplets of water forming there. Tahelp the
summer days, you will need either a kiddy pool (those cheap plastic ones they sell eMsy spri
one season) or a nice mud hole. Rolling around in the mud hole cools them off by cowering th
mud keeps insects from getting to their skin. You will need to make sure that their area is fenc
seem to work best. The cattle panels are taller and harder for stray animals to jump owhw. Cec
also. Chain link showahfoeaed with chicken wire along the bottom and about six inches below:
there is no place for your pigs snout or tusk to get stuck or caught. You will want a femese that
(stray dogs, coyotes or other critters) out. An outdoor pig will want to root around. Thosds a na
be allowed to do this. You may want to fence off a section of your yard for your pig totioe a pic
China in order to get at something they smell below the surface. Their snouts are very powert
off any flower beds that you want to keep. If you have a beautiful lawn and you get a pig, well
are getting into and take appropriate precautions.

Choosing A Vet

It can be difficult finding a vet with exotic pet knowledge, let alone potbelly pig knowkedge or c
treat your pot belly pig. Potbellied pigs are NOT farm hogs and should not be treated as one.
Ketamine or Halothane to sedate your pig. These drugs are not safe and can kill your pay. Th
potbelly pig is ISO (Isoflourine Gas). Your pet pig will go under quickly and recover quickly wi
later you are going to need a Vet. Don't wait till the last minute to address this questomms/ ou |
up. Here are 5 questions you should ask your Vet before allowing him/ her to treat your pet pi

pig.

1. Has this Vet ever worked with potbellied pigs before? If not, does he/she know of a Vet wh
learn? (Some vets are not willing to learn. They just assume potbellied pigs are treated the se
2. If the answer to #1 is yes, can he tell you of other pot belly pig owners that are clieaits so yc
their experiences and share yours with them about potbellies.

3. Are you allowed to stay with your animal at all times while being treated? You should alway
pig when getting shots. You should also demand to be present when the pig is being put und
so do not be afraid to ask). Insist on being there when your pig awakens.

4. Does your Vet listen when you have questions or offer advice or information? If the answer
OTHER VET! Some Vets dismiss pet owners outright as not knowing anything. When it come
ally wrong.

5. What would the Vet do, in the event the animal bit him? What would be his reaction,ste., wi
for rabies? Notify authorities? What would be his reaction?

These five questions are very important. Your Vet should be willing to discuss theseyaith you
are satisfied you have enough information. If your Vet is not willing to sit down and answer th
you complete answers, or refuses to refer you to existing clients with potbelly pigs, FIND ANC
afraid to ask these questions. You are paying for this service and your pig is dependindcon Y(
the questions, and any others you feel you need to ask. And make sure you get the answers:
VET!

FOR A LIST OF VETS EXPERIENCED IN TREATING POTBELLIED PIGS, SEE

OR GO TRxtp://scampp.com/Vet_Hoof.html
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Disaster Preparation ~ by Laura, Proud Owner of Charlotte the potbellied pig

Motel 67 Some disaster shelters are not allowed to accept pets because of health and safety regula-
tions and other considerations. It could be difficult to find shelter for your animals in the middle of a disas-
ter, so plan ahead. Do not wait until disaster strikes to do your research. Contact hotels and motels outside
of your immediate area to find out about their policies on accepting pets and restrictions on number, size,
and species. Ask if -no pet® policies could be w
places, including phone numbers, with other disaster information and supplies. Ask friends, relatives, or
others outside the affected area whether they could shelter your animals. If you have more than one pet,
they may be more comfortable if kept together, but be prepared to house them separately. Prepare a list of
boarding facilities and veterinarians who could shelter animals in an emergency; includ®@4dphone
numbers. Prepare a contact list of persons available to assist in transport and/or board your pig(s) if nec-
essary. You should not rely on animal shelters to provide emergency shelter for your pets during a disaster
because the majority of shelters are already elsardened caring for the animals they already have as
well as those that are displaced by disasters. The animal shelters should be your last resort.

A Pet Disaster Supply Kit

Whether you are away from home for a day or a week, you will need essential supplies. Keep items in an
accessible place and store them in sturdy containers that can be easily carried. Your pet disaster supply kit
should include:

° Medications and medical records (stored in a waterproof container) and a first aid kit specific to the
animals you own.

°o Leashes, harnesses, and/or carriers to transport pets safely to ensure that your animals cannot escape.

° Current photos of your pets in case they get Ibkike sure you know the numbers of local animal shel-
ters in case you do lose your pet. There is a good chance it may be turned in.

° Food, portable water, bowls, pet beds, blankets and toys.

° Information on feeding schedules, medical conditions, behavior problems, and the name and number
of your veterinarian in case you have to foster or board your pets.

° Pet waste bags

°  MOST IMPORTANTA contact list!'This list identifies persons that may be able to assist with transport
or boarding.

Be Proactive! Since warning signs are typically issued hours, and sometimes days in advance, be
proactive to protect your pets at the first sign of a disag@all ahead to confirm emergency shelter ar-
rangements for you and your pets. Check to be sure your pet disaster supplies are ready to take at a mo-
ment -s notice.

Bring all pets into the house so that you won
hurry. Make sure all of your pets, pigs included, are wearing collars/harnesses and securely fastened, up
to-date identification. Attach the phone number and address of your temporary shelter, if you know it, or a
friend or relative outside the disaster area in case you become separated from your pet. You can buy tem-
porary tags or put adhesive tape on t he back o f
and preparation will enable you to evacuate with your pets quickly and  {Fiiisiiigais
safely. PR RN SPASTE A

Lastly, if you must evacuate your home, do not leave your animals ' FIREMAN
hind. Take them to a prearranged safe location if they cannot stay with y( | SAVE MY

,~

during the evacuation period. Since there is a possibility that a disaster n: | PET(S) 4!'

strike while you are away from h¢ WE HAVE p
onafrontf aci ng window to alert emer g/ POT'BE‘-UEOP'G(SI)R gl b
mals in your homel just recently purchased one of these from the SCAME| DO ,SQB(? Sl )‘ |

booth at one of our events that includes POTBELLIEDYdG8buld alSO | et e st e procucs - ss0 3350004
take it a step further and speak with your neighbors about setting up a pla f these -Pet A

to help one another i n someonen-s hﬁn?séarﬁpﬂc%n%roductshtml


http://healthypigs.easystorecreator.com/items/miscellaneous-items/list.htm?1=1&came_from=SC
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What exactly is a potbellied pig?The potbellied pig (also called Viethamese Potbellied pig
or Chinese Potbellied Pig) is one of numerous breeds of "miniature" d@igs. breed origi-

nated in Southeast Asia and they were first imported into the United States in 1985, bred
and sold as pets.They are typically small, short legged pigs with erect ears and straight tails
with tasseled endsThey have a pronounced "potbelly" and a slightly swayed badlhey

can range in weight from 460 pounds to well over 200 pounds at maturity.hey have

short, stiff bristles for hair, grow longer coats in the fall and shed (blow) their coats in the
summer. The predominant color is black, but crossbreeding with other miniature pig breeds
has resulted in white pigs as well as various other black and white and even gray combina-
tions.

What is a miniature pig?The term "miniature pig" is a term used to describe "small" mature
pigs. Miniature pigs are generally considered to be about 1/10 the size of a commercial
farm pig. Given that farm pigs can approach and even exceed 1,000 pounds when full
grown, It is obvious to see that the term "miniature"” is both relative and very subjedtteep

In mind that weight is often not the best way to describe a gigs are very solid and "hard
-bodied". It does not take a very "big" pig to weigh 100 poundsdt is often best to describe

a pig in terms of size, not weightln dealing with inexperienced pig people we often ask
them to describe the size of their pig in relation to the size of a dbtpst people can relate

to and visualize the size of a dog better than they can a pig.

How big do potbellied pigs getAn average potbellied pig at maturity will probably be in

the 80-150 pound range if not overweightThis is the size of a small'to medium sized dog in
terms of height and lengthWe have seen potbellied pigs at well over 400 poundSome

have simply been grossly overfed and unaetercised and others have been cross bred with
other pigseven farm pigs. The smallest healthy adult potbelly we have seen was about 55
75 pounds at maturity.Keep in mind that size (length and height) are a function of genetics
and are predetermined in the pigWeight is mainly a function of how much the pig

eats. Pig owners can affect their pig's weight through feeding and exercise, but not the pig's
eventual size.Potbellied ﬁigs can continue to grow well into their fourth year, although ex-
perience has shown us that the majority of their growth is complete by the end of their seconc
year.

What is a teacup or "micro" miniature pig'Many breeders are frantically trying to breed
smaller and smaller potbellied pigs in hopes that the smaller size will attract more buy-

ers. We have investigated and seen numerous pigs advertised as a "teacup"” or "rmmard
pigs. In virtually every case what we have found was a normal potbellied pig that has been
chronically underfed and malnourished in an attempt to keep it smgtiis information has
been veritied with numerous other sanctuaries and knowledgeable pig pedplthe few in-
stances where a very small (under 20 pounds) pig has been bred, it has been the result of in-
breeding or very concentrated cross breedinghese pigs tend to be sickly and unhealthy
pigs with a myriad of health problems and very short life spaAs.the present time, and to

our knowledge, the teacup or micro mini pig does not exist, nor has any one successfully
bred a healthy and normal pig this sizeWe are certain, however, that the quest by breed-
ers to breed this highly desirable antighly marketable pig will continue.

How long do potbellied pigs live’ Keep in mind that the potbellied pig has only been in this
country since 1985.We are still learning a lot about these unique little animaBcientific
estimates on their longevity range from 12 to 20 plus year$e truth of the matter is that
nobody knows for certainGiven the hardy nature of these pigs and with regular competent
veterinary care, good diet and a healthy and a strdese environment, we believe that these
pigs can routinely live 20 years or more. This is a serious consideration for anyone contem-
plating a potbellied pig as a petlt is, quite literally, a lifelong commitment given the obvious
longevity of these animals.
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Do potbellied pigs make good petsPhis is without a doubt the most frequently asked question
we receive. It is a loaded question and one for which there is no one single answerbe

sure there is a lot to recommend the potbelly as a pet....but only for the right person(s) and un-
der the right set of circumstance®wning a potbellied pig is radically different from owning

any other type of animal.They are unique animals with very unique needs and care require-
ments. Let us state unequivocally and in no uncertain terms that we do NOT condone nor en-
dorse the keeping of any pig as a full time house pPigs are social creatures with a definite
herd mentality. Virtually every miniature pig in a shelter or sanctuary began life as a "pet"

pig. While there are certainly exceptions to this statement, the fact of the matter is that the ma
Jority of pet pig relationships do not work out when the pig is kept as atiimé house pet.The
three most common reasons given for people surrendering their pet pig are: size, aggression
and zoning conflicts.Pigs that are deprived of the social companionship of other pigs, and
further deprived of the ability to be outdoors and engage in normal *pige" behaviors often

do poorly as pets.Many successful potbellied pig owners have recognized these facts and
have modified their lifestyles and the environment to accommodate the needs of their

pig. They buy/adopt more than one pigThey afford the pig ample quality outdoor

time. They allow the pig(s) adequate room to graze, root in the dirt, make mud holes, and,
generally, engage in normal pig behavioMany offer their pig access to the indoors for lim-
ited and controlled periods of timeMany of these pigs seem to do rather well as "pet#.is

our observation that indoeonly pet pigs do poorly.They tend to have more health problems
as well as a great deal more behavioral problemg/e also believe that many of them have
severely shortened life spans. In summary, miniature pigs can and do make excellent pets if t
natural needs of the pig are met by the pig's owner and the pig is provided a natural and nor-
mal pig environment and the company of other pigBigs do not make good full time house
pets.

What are some of the "pros” to owning a pig®iniature pigs are social, hardy and intelligent
animals. They bond readily with humans and other animalBhey are not susceptible to a

large number of diseasesBecause of their thick skins, they seldom get ticks or flBasause
they have hair instead of fur, people allergic to animal fur are usually not bothered by pig
hair. They are a relative "lownaintenance" animal, requiring only one or two vet visits a year
for routine vaccinations and hoof/tusk trimming. They are relatively inexpensive to feed as the)
actually eat very little food if properly maintained. Pigs are very affectionate animals and love
belly rubs, butiscratching and other forms of affection and groominghey are naturally

clean animals and can easily be trained to use a litter box or go only when outdd®@igs

have no odor due, in part, to the fact that they have no sweat glands.

What are some of the "cons" to owning a pigWe have previously discussed the many prob-
lems with trying to keep a pig in the house on a-tirthe basis. It is often very difficult to find a
competent and knowledgeable veterinarian for a potbellied pigansporting a fulgrown pig

to the vet can be a real challenge and very few vets make house dailis can be a challenge

as they are very manipulative animals and often become fairly aggressive as they mature
generally around the 18nonth to 2year mark. Zoning often puts the unwary potbellied pig
owner at odds with local authoritiedMost jurisdictions classify miniature pigs as swine or live-
stock and do not allow them in residential or ragriculturally zonedareas.Pigs kept in the
house can become very destructiwa/hen bored or trying to engage in normal pig behavior,
they can often turn over furniture, root up carpets or V|nyI floorlng eat holes in sheet rock, tear
up bedclothes, etc...The pig's very longevity can be a "con" if the unwary owner is not fuIIy
prepared to accept a 26year or more commitment to his/her pig.There is no medically ap-
proved rabies vaccine for pigsFinding a "pig sitter" or place to board your pig can be a real
challenge when it comes time for vacations or tripsgs often do not get along well with other
family pets. Most specifically, potbellied pigs and already established mature dogs often have
conflicts, which generally result in catastrophic or fatal injuries to the pig.
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| have heard that pigs can be aggressivks this true?Aggressiveness in pet pigs is probably
the second most common reason given for pig owners giving up their @gssider the pig in
the wild. They live in small social herds, usually run by an older, alpha (dominant) fen&ae.
cial standing in the herd is critically important for a pig.his position in the herd is determined
by fighting. Piglets and younger pigs generally have free run of the herd until abouh&Bths
to 2-years of a%e. At that point they must claim and establish their position in the héitls is
accomplished by fighting and is characterized by a great deal of posturing, jaw snapping,
foaming at the mouth, swiping with tusks, biting, slamming their head into their adversary's
sides in an attempt to knock him/her over or lift him/her off their fe€@nce one of the pigs
gives way, the fighting generally ceases and a new hierarchy has been establisiiaen a
new pig is introduced to an established herd, the fighting starts all over again with the new-
comer fighting to establish his/her position and all the other herd members fighting to maintain
their respective positionslo the uninitiated, it can be a scary scene to behold and it occurs
every time we introduce a newly rescued pig into his/her new hevdith the Ioet pig, the family
has become the pig's surrogate herdVhen the time is right, the pet pi]? will do what is natural
he/she will attempt to find their niche in the social order of the hefa do this, he/she en-
gages in what is normal pig behavior and begins to get aggressive with other family mem-
ers. This phenomenon often takes family members by surprise when their loving and affectio
ate little pig suddenly becomes "the pig from hell some cases, it is a passing phase and the
pig finds his/her place relatively easily and all returns to normal. many other cases, it can
escalate until the family is forced to get rid of the pig. A related type of aggression is also very
common in the pet pig. Every time a visitor comes to the house or a new member is added to
the family (i.e.: a new baby), the pet pigs sees this event as a new member joining the herd an
attempts to ensure his/her established position by becoming aggressive with the visitor or new
comer. Again, the pig is only engaging in normal pig behavior and can not understand why
he/she is disciplined or banished to a basement or spare bedroom when company arriges.
terestlngg_/, when an "aﬂgresswe" pig is placed in a herd of other pigs, the aggressiveness in-
varlab(I}/ isappears within 482 hours. Proper training can diminish aggressiveness.
What do potbellied pigs eat’ﬂ(eepin(% a Ipig from becoming overweight Is one of the hardest
challenges for a pig ownerPigs are tairly indiscriminate eaters and, if left to their own devices,
wi || | i terally " ieer are ?e\je | commérciatly lavairalsleentiniaters pig®
feeds available (check the feed stores). Generally sold in 25 or 50 pound bags, these feeds ar
nutritionally designed for miniature pigs and should be their predominant ftature potbel-
lies with normal levels of exercise should get two daily feedings of no more than one cup of fee
each. Supplemental foods can include most low acid fruits and vegetablests should be fed
sparingly due to the high natural sugar conteAtgood rule of thumb iIs "no people food.Pot-
bellies need a low protein, low fat, low salt didthe important thing is to not overfeed your pig.
You must show restraint in feeding your pig, because the pig certainly has none when it come:
to eating.If quality grass is available, pigs can be allowed to graze, but feed amounts may
have to be adjusted downward if your pig grazes a great de#ligs are ungulates (they have
only one stomach)lhey prefer alfalfa hay or a mix of alfalfa with other grasses and, during the
winter or periods of drought, should have some hay as a supplement for rougihdaey peo-
ple use Cheerios or some similar neagar, grairbased cereals for snacks, treats or training.
Do not feed your pig cat or dog food or tablescrapffo  not attempt t o | |
by rest r i cGhocolae isivérybad fdr miggudt.as it is for many other animals. It
should go without saying that pigs will investigate and taste virtually anything they find in their
environmeniatural or manmade. Therefore, you must ensure that any and all plants, chemi-
cals, cleaning supplies, antifreeze, etc....that may be bad for your pig are well out of
reach. We have tound that pi%s are generally pretty good about leaving "bad" plants and
bushes alone on their own. They seem to have an instinct about natural poislongver, they
are not programmed by nature to recognize dangerous & deadly maade poisons and are
much more likely to eat rat poison, antifreeze and other chemicals found around the your hom
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You must e ns uproef' ypuhhmuse andbyard before ypu get a pig and regularly
thereafter. An important point: Pigs need a constant source of fresh, clean water at all
times. PIQ?S, esEemaIIy in hot weather, may drink as much asl%96 of their bOdﬁNelght in
water dally. In hot weather, your pl? must have either a mud hole or some other source of wa-
ter in which he can immerse himselt to help keep his body temperature dovexpensive
"kiddy pools" are a good and inexpensive option and are disposable when your pijg finally de-
stroys It. Without the ability to sweat it is very easy for a pig to become overheated bed
come stressed or go into heat strok€ven in cooler weather, pigs drink a prodigious amount of
water compared to other animals.
Should a pet pig be vaccinatedWe recommend that all pigs be vaccinated when pigletd.a
minimum we recommend vaccination for brucellosis, erysipelas, pseudorabies, parvo and teta-
nus. Your vet may recommend other vaccinations based on swine diseases that may be preva
lent in your area. There is mixed opinions among the pi&; community as to whether annual vac-
cinations are necessaryour view on the issue is that it doesn't hurt, but if you own a single
pig, it is probably not necessaryMost of the serious and O‘:)otentially deadly diseases pigs con-
tract they get from contact with other pigh1 a closed herd or for a pig that has virtually no ex-
posure to other pigs, the chances of disease transmission are mininhare are a few zoonotic
diseases out there, but none that seem to be of great danger to the majority of Avigsonotic
disease is one that can be contracted from another spediegour pig is in contact with other

igs or a large number of other animals, it is probably wise to have the pig vaccinated regu-
arly. We do, however, recommend a biannual worming of all pigh.is an inexpensive pre-
caution against a host of parasites and can be done orally, by injection or by using a topical
(pour-on) antiparasitic. It is not necessaré to have a vet accomgllsh this procedspecially if

you use an oral or topical agentlvomec (lvomectrin) seems to be the antiparasitic of choice
among pig owners, but satisfactory results have also been obtained by using Dectomax.
What other maintenance requirements will a pig requiréfe always recommend at least an
annual checkup by a qualified veterinariarHooves and tusks may need attention on an annual
basis depending on the age, sex and level of physical activity of the $igme pigs require

more frequent attention to hooves and dentitidn.some cases the pig will have to be anesthe-
tized to ﬁerform these procedure¥.ou should always try to find a vet who uses Isoflourine gas
to anesthetize a pglg.Plﬂs often do very poorly with injectable anesthesia and the risk of compli-
cations and even death are significantly higher with the use of injectable anestwsaially if
your vet is not a "pig expert."Most pigs, unless they are fighters and/or get too stressed out,
can be trimmed without anesthesia. You will need to learn and become educated on what is
normal for your pig. As creatures of habit, you will soon be able to tell when your pig is not
acting normally. Not every abnormal behavior is cause to rush to the vet, but there are certain
signs and symptoms that will tell you that your pig needs immediate medical attetition.

doubt, call your vet or some other knowledgeable pig resource that you tRusinot procrasti-
nate and do not try to treat the pig yourself.

Which makes a better penales or females? spayed/neutered, we find no difference in the
quality of either sex as a pet. Unneutered male pigs are called boditsey are obnoxious little
fellows with a pungent odor and a libido the size of Texdsey grow tusks (canine teeth) at a
very rapid rate and develop heavy slabs of musatspecially on their front shoulder blades
called armor, that they use when they fight with other boad8sars can become sexually active
as early as three months of age and are usually neutered between one month and two months
of age. Itis a relatively simple and inexpensive procedure when done by a competent

vet. Once neutered, they have gentle dispositions, no odor and lose all their huge libidos. A
neutered male is called a barrowUnspayed females are called either gilts (never had a litter of
piglets) or a sow (has had one or more litter&)nspayed females have a monthly menstrual cy-
cle and can become c1uite obnoxious forS3days about every 27 daysThey can become
sexually active as early as 5 or 6 months of agépaying a female is much more involved than
neutering a boar and is, essentially, a complete hysterectdfmat spayed, they can develop
cancerous uterine tumors.
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Once spayed, the female no longer has a monthly cycle and becomes very dGuie.word

of caution: Many vets do not like to spay an adult female potbellied pig as the surgery is too
involved and the risk of death is significantly highdvlost, however, prefer to wait until the

pig is several months old before doing this surgery and some even prefer that the pig have
completed at least one menstrual cycle before spayi@Gheck with your vet to see what he/
she prefers.Once neutered, both males and females make equally good companions.
What should | do before | get a pigP a word: GET EDUCATEDRe can not urge the pro-
spective pig owner enough to learn about these animalsiestd before getting one Edu-
cation is not only the key to ensuring that you are not getting in over your head but it is the
main ingredient in reducing the number of abused, abandoned and neglected pigs needing
rescue. Contact a sanctuarylf there is not one near you, find one on the Intern€hey can
more than likely put you in touch with some pig rescue organization or potbellied pig service
group in your area that can provide you with detailed informatio¥irtually every sanctuary
we know of is more than happy to spend time with aprospective pig owner and provide a
firsthand education about potbellied pigsAt the risk of infuriating breeders, we strongly
recommend you do not go only to a breeder for your educatié®emember, the breeder is

in business to sell pigsWhile there are some very reputable breeders out there, it has been
our experience in talking to many pig owners that truth in advertising is not always a
breeder's long suit.There is a wide selection of books and literature available which discuss
potbellied pigs in great detail. Some of it is good and some of it is very misleadirithere

IS no substitute for getting a solid, futsind education. If your pig purchase does not work

out, these little animals are very difficult to place in other honigsn't be surprised or dis-
appointed if you discover that owning a pet pig is not for yoBetter to find out before you
invest the time, money, and energy in a pig only to find out that you are not zoned for a pig
or that a pig was a bad choice as a pet.

| have decided to get a pigWhere should | go?There are three main sources where you
can get a pig: a pet shop, a breeder, a sanctuary/shelteiNe can not recommend strongly
enough: DO NOT BUY A PIG FROM A PET SHO¥. with many other animals sold in pet
stores, these animals are frequently improperly bred, not properly weaned, vaccinated or
wormed and often sicklyln many cases a potbellied pig will be bred to another pig breed
even a farm pigto produce quick, large litters to maximize the store's profiteu will be

forced to pay an outrageous price for a "pig in a poke" profit¥.ou will be forced to pay an
outrageous price. Breeders fall into one of two categories: reputable and "backyard” breed-
ers. Unfortunatel?/, the distinction is often arbitrary and very subjectizeen amongst
breeders themselves, there is disagreement on who is reputable and who iSusitremem-

ber that the motivation behind a breeder is profiivVe have seen some wonderful and

healthy J)i?s purchased from breeders, but we have also seen just as many horror stories of
sick or defective pigs that came from supposedly reputable breed2osyour homework
carefully. Buying a "registered pig" does not guarantee the pig is healthy or soulBdsure

the piglet has been weaned properly, vaccinated, wormed and spayed or neutered as appro-
priate. Ask to see both the sow and the boar that the piglets came frohe size of the par-
ents is not always an ironclad guarantee that the offspring will be that-sa=k the age of

the parents.Unfortunately, there is no way of knowing how closely bred or inbred/crossbred
your prospective pig is.Some breeders are very conscientious with their crossbreeding and
Inbreeding, but many are not. When you closely breed any animal in an attempt to get desir-
able traits, you also breed in many undesirable traits at the same tiWe.will never recom-
mend buying a pig or piglet sight unseer©nce again, education is aimportant BEFORE

you buy. Contracts with breeders can be sound legal documents or they can be so much
printed garbage. Not too many people will go to the trouble and expense to take a breeder
to court If conditions of the contract are not fulfilled by the breeder. Sanctuaries often have
rescued piﬁs or piglets for adoption for little to no expensiels common practice for a sanc-
tuary to ask for a donation to cover their costs of rescuing and medically treating a pig.
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In the case of piglets born on the sanctuary to rescued sows, at least the mother is available ft
you to see.The boar may or may not be available depending on the circumstances of the res-
cue. You, the prospective owner, should still approach a sanctuary adoption with a healthy
skepticism.While not motivated by profit, the sanctuary is much more likely simply to be look-
ing for a good home for the pig or pigletA reputable sanctuary will normally not put a
"problem™ pig up for adoption. As insurance, the sanctuary should still have a contract avail-
able that guarantees the pig to be in good health, current on vaccinations and free of defects
to the best of the sanctuary's knowledg&n adoption contract should specifically state that
they will take the pig back from the owner at any time and for any reason as long as the pig is
alive...no questions asked, should the adoption not work édntmany cases the sanctuary di-
rector will be able to put you in contact with the former owner of the pig should you want to
ask any questions before adoptioMost reputable sanctuaries will screen you more closely
than any pet shop, breeder, or animal shelter before they even consider allowing you to adopt
a pig from their sanctuary.They should also ensure that you are fully knowledgeable and
comfortable with owning a pig and that the pig is going to a good and sound environmgnt.
iS to the sanctuary director's benefit to do so as he/she has not only a cost invested in the pig,
but an emotional iInvestment as wellhe sanctuary prefers to only have to rescue a pig one
time and if the adoption does not work out the sanctuary must recover the pig and the pig is
put through the trauma of another upheavaliou will get a good feel for the quality of the
sanctuary when you visit, and your gut feelings about the sanctuary and the quality of care
they afford the rescued animals is probably very valid.

Should | adopt/purchase a piglet or a fbgrown pig? There are pros and cons to both op-
tions. With a piglet you have the joy and pleasure of raising the piglet and enjoying it as it
goes through the growth and bonding process with yd@aby pigs can be a source of un-
speakable joy an _IaughterUnfortunateITy, you have no idea if the piglet has a medical con-
dition or abnormality that may not manifest itself until later in the pig's feu also have no

idea how big this little piglet is going to geBeing able to see one or more of the parents is
helpful, but not always a reliable gauge as to how large the piglet will be at matuktgny

people deem these to be acceptable risks and prefer a piglet or very younggmgure that

the piglet has been properly weaned and not weaned too eafyglets that are bottle raised

or taken from their mother too early can have behavioral and/or medical problems later on in
life as they get a lot of their "pig social skills" from being raised in a littEhey also get a lot

of their natural immunities from their mother's milkormal weaning time for a healthy piglet

is 6-10 weeks with 8 weeks being an averagdéll piglets should be vaccinated at about 4
weeks and males should be neutered at least two weeks before ﬁurchase/adoﬁmmales -
may be too young to be safely spayed at purchase/adoption so that may be your responsibil-
ity If you opt for a female piglet.The breeder or sanctuary staff should have accomplished at
least some basic socialization of the piglet so it is at least used to being handled and will not
squeal to the point of dangerously stressing the piglet. With an adult pig, you obviously forego
the raising of the piglet into an adult pigBut you get to see a more mature pig and can better
judcclge how social and friendly the pig is before you obtain fthere are many loving, social

and affectionate young and even mature pigs available that were rescued due to circum-
stances beyond the pig's control who crave a good home and who make excellent4®ts.

with piglets, you should be guaranteed in writing that vaccinations and deworming are current
and that the pig is sound and healthyf the pig was raised as a "pet pig" and the pig was

not abused, many sanctuaries are only too happy to be able to place an older pig back into a
family environment similar to the one it was raised Many former pet pigs have a very diffi-

cult time when placed in a sanctuary environment as they have never been socialized to living
life as a pig in a herd of other pigsAdjustment to this life coupled with the grief of losing its
lifetime family can cause serious emotional trauma for the rescued pet Adppting a ma-

ture pig that desperately needs a home can be a very rewarding experience for you and very
good for a lonely and unhappy little pig.
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WHAT TO EXPECT FROM A “PETPIG" - By Lianne McLeod

(used by permission from NWMPA newsletter)

Although some people would never consider sharing their home with a pig, there are many people who are
charmed by intelligence and the personality of their pet pigs. There is no doubt that given the proper expectations as
well as care and training, a pot bellied pig can make an interesting and rovled addition to the home. However,
many people find that pigs are demanding pets and are overwhelmed by their neasishown by the abundance of
shelters overflowing with pigs.

Before discussing the negative aspects of pigs, it must be noted that pigs have several desirable qualities. They ar
intelligent, readily trained, affectionate, curious, playful, clean, generally quiet, odor free, and usuaHglieogenic.

Many owners consider their pigs an integral part of the family and involve them in all their activities. However,
there are a few things potential owners should know. Pigs are complex creatures and require an owner who under-
stands their needs.

Pigs are very intelligent. This is usually a positive trait, and in fact pot bellied pigs are quite trainable, much the
same as a do% (i.e. can be house trained, leash trained, and will learn a few tricks). However, their intelligence can
make them a bit of a handful, too. They are curious and playful, but also fsemhg and sensitive. Without appro-
priate stimulation, theP/ will become easily bored, and possibly destructive.

Pigs are also unrelenting in their quest for foodnd can learn to open the fridge, cupboards, pantryherever
food may be lurking. They can become demanding, begging for food, and even getting aggressive with kids that
have food. Pigs also "root," or dig/explore with their snouteind in doing so may overturn items in the house, in-
cluding wastebaskets, and can disrupt the landscaping. This is instinctual, so an area of soft dirt should be provided
in the yard so they can fulfill their need to root.

Another problem some have encountered with their pigs is aggression. Pigs can be territorial and have a drive to
be dominant ("top pig"). Unless shown that the humans in the household are number one, pigs can exhibit a form of
aggression known as dominance aggression (also seen in dogs). Pigs need to be taught to respect their owners, bu
setting rules and boundaries, teaching the word "no" and using gentle but firm discipline. Pigs respond well to posi-
tive reinforcement (e.g. using praise and treats when the pig is doing something desirable), and do not do well at all
with physical punishment. From day one, the owner should be setting the rules and enforcing them. Consistent rules
praise for good behavior, and correction/redirection with lots of repetition and patience will help produce a well
mannered pig with a good relationship with its family.

On a more basic level, a pig will live an average of 128 years, estimates range up to more than 20 years. Al-
though often called miniature pot bellied pigs, the term miniature is relatikey are smaller than most pigs kept for
food production, but they still usually weigh 125 pounds or more when fully grown. Responsibility for their care is not
to be taken lightly, with respect to time or finances. Pigs should be obtained form conscientious, reputable breeders,
and will need a good quality pig food, regular vaccinations, hoof and tusk trims, and will also need to be spayed or
neutered. Regular access to the outdoors for exercise is a necessity as well. Pigs are social animals so needs lots
attention and interaction, and if feasible, owners should consider keeping more than one pig. Of course, as with any
other exotic pet an owner needs to check local regulations to make sure pot bellied pig ownership is permissible.

For people with appropriate expectations, a potbellied pig will make a rewarding, entertaining, #iowel pet.

MY ADVENTURES WI THyrayiENI THE Pl LL®

(used by permission from NWMPA newslejter

It all started withanena i | . -When can | bring her to Portland®
arrived at my door with a darling little pinto female pig on a leach, she was so sweet. When | first laid eyes on her it
was -love at first sight®. Then | came to my senses
job! ® Then | thought, hum? Maybe we can put her i

Ron, and | kept talking about her and decided to bring her into our hapBy home. That was just the BEGINNING!

The first two days she moved in, she loved everybody and everybody loved her. Day three, that all changed!
That -s when she became -Peni t he Pig from * &%# @O®. A
her or even if m?: husband talked or walked by her she would let out this bloody scream. She had to get her own
way! | decided then and there that | was going to break her of this habit or die trying.

The first thing | tried was a spray bottle. After that failed | tried using a child gate and back her up in the corner.
That also failed but only after she bruised my legs. Then | tried getting down on the floor and screaming louder and
longer than she could and that worked. After several days of this however, | lost my voice. | failed again! Then | got
a whistle but that was just too annoying to EVERYONE. Then I tried a dog whistle and IT WORKED!! It took me three
weeks but she was 99% broken. What a | earning exper
so are wel

This kind of thing happens when people mismanage their pigs. Many are tossed away or in rescues from over
feeding and lack of discipline. You have to be consistent because they are extremely intelligent and stubborn. Con-
sistency, that-s the remedy.

| have to thank Nancy Shepherd, Jo Marie Cope, Melissa Maxwell, Doug and Jeannine Arthur and John Vincent
for all their advice, support and my repeated phone calls. | also want to thank my husband and our roommate for all
their support, understanding, and tolerance.

If you need any help, feel free to contact me. | might have the answer after all these trials and errors.

~ Patty Hill, EMail: Pattyrocs@msn.comhone: (503) 2538768.
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T HE MY THOLOGI CAL nTEATC!

Pl ease do not believe stories ab
not exist. Well, actually they do.....but ONLY when first born! After that, they
can get up to 106200 pounds. SCAMPP members receive calls weekly from
people who purchased scalled "teacup” pigs and have become very disap-
pointed that their pigs did not stay as tiny as promised. Therefore, there are
many homeless, abandoned, abused and neglected "teacup” pigs in shelters
and sanctuaries; so many that there are not enough homes and shelters for
them all. Many are euthanized because there are not enough homes to take
them. We are overflowing with requests from owners and shelters who want
us to place t hesiirzendd® I|pamgger F-otre a chuap

THIS PIG MAY age breeding; due to the fact that there are so many pigs that already need
APPEAR "TEACUP" homes FIRST. WHY bring any more into the world that will be dumped later
when folks learn the truth that "teacup" pigs do not stay teacup size. Those
BUT IT IS JUST breeders are only out to make $$$3$. ALSO, there are zoning ordinances
A NEWBORN.... concerning pigs (many cities and counties do not allow them)....please check
And newborns do grow up ! your zoning ordinances because many of these pigs are confiscated, turned
in or dumped, due to Animal Control violations. The cute tiny pigsated
-teacup® pigs you see in phot os-sizerfoeashoetwhile@.r n babi
| have had potbellied pigs for over 19 years and | have belonged to SCAMPP Potbellied Pig Club for just
as long. I've heard story after story about thesecatied breeds of pigs that "stay smalll’have seen many
of these secalled "micromi ni * or -teacup pigs® that are now tF

There are many breeders out there that tell people that potbellied pigs will stay small if you do not feed
them a lot. HOWEVER, underfeeding a pig, or any animal for that matter, will cause serious health problems
and deformities. Asforthesoal | ed -t e amiumpi®® opi g9Ini ctrltrese are j us
have been chronically underfed and malnourished in an attempt to keep them small. Their life span is maybe
five years or less. This is because the pig stays tiny, but the organs continue to grow as for a normal size pic
Teacups, MicréMini's, European, Blues those are all fancy names made up by breeders. All potbellied
pigs within the United States come from the same line.

The term "miniature pig" is a term used to describe "small" mature pigs. Miniature pigs are generally con-
sidered to be about 1/10 the size of a commercial farm pig. Given that farm pigs can approach and even
exceed 1,000 pounds when fafjrown, it is obvious to see that the term "miniature” is both relative and very
subjective. Keep in mind that weight is often not the best way to describe a pig. Pigs are very solid and "harc
bodied." It does not take a very "big" pig to weigh 100 pounds. It is often best to describe a pig in terms of
size, not weight. In dealing with inexperienced pig people, we often ask them to describe the size of their pig
in relation to the size of a dog. Most people can relate to and visualize the size of a dog better than they can
a pig.

An average potbellied pig at maturity will probably be in the 480 pound range if not overweight. This
is the size of a small to medium sized dog in terms of height and length. We have seen potbellied pigs at we
over 400 pounds, these have simply been grossly overfed and uerlercised and/or have been crodsred
with other pigs- even farm pigs. The smallest healthy adult potbellied pig we have seen was abd 60
pounds at maturity. Keep in mind that size (length and height) are a function of genetics and are predeter-
mined in the pig. Weight is mainly a function of how much the pig eats. Pig owners can affect their pig's
weight through feeding and exercise, but not the pig's eventual size. Potbellied pigs can continue to grow we
into their fourth year.

Many breeders are frantically trying to breed smaller and smaller potbellied pigs in hopes that the smallel
size will attract more buyers. In virtually every case, what we have found was a normal potbellied pig that ha
been chronically underfed and malnourished in an attempt to keep it small. This information has been verifie
with numerous sanctuaries and knowledgeable pig people. In the few instances where a very small (less tha
20 pounds) pig has been bred, it has been the result of inbreeding or very concentratedocezsting.

These pigs tend to be sickly and unhealthy pigs with a myriad of health problems and very short life spans.
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T HE MY THOLOGI CAL ATEAGNMPO

BEWARE OF BREEDER®st breeders are only in business to make money. They will misinform you
and tell you anything to encourage you to buy from them. They have been known to tell people that their
pigs are "micreminis" or "teacup pigs" and that their pigs will get no more than 30 pounds. They will show
you the cutest teeniest tiniest newborn piglets, fewer than 10 pounds or so, then show you the parents of the
piglets. Keep in mind that pigs can breed when they are onl/Bonths of age. Therefore, naturally if they
have bred the parents at-8 months of age, the parents will obviously still be fairly small, yet the breeder
will tell you-gtrlmevnp & Kketme mbree , - fpudyarsofaget i nue gr o

Every year hundreds of potbellied pigs are abandoned, "thrown away" or die, due to lack of informa-
tion and knowledge. Many potbellied pigs are abandoned because buyers had unrealistic expectations, or
were given the wrong facts. Remember that underfeeding causes malnutrition and sickness.

This is why we strongly suggest ADOPTING as opposed to buying from breeders. Shelters, sanctuaries
& foster care facilities are overflowing with potbellied pigs that have been abandoned & neglected because
so-called "micremi ni " or "teacup pigs" got -too big.® We
FIRST, before bringing any more pigs into the world. To buy from breeders only encourages breeders to
breed more, which in turn causes the older pigs to die in shelters, sanctuaries & foster care or abandoned
and left to die alone out in the deserts or turned loose on the streets. These pigs deserve to have a loving ar
warm home with true pet lovers.

Therefore, realistically speaking, a 1324" tall, full-grown 90 - 250 pound potbellied pigs a
"miniature” compared to farm hogs which can average as much as 80@horepounds at three years of
age. As with humans, some potbellied pigs are bigger or smaller than other potbellied pigs of the same age.

We have members who have rescued potbellied pigs that need homes, and members who network with
others who are trying to place unwanted potbellied pigs in homes. Please look at the Adoption pages in our
newsletters, on our website, and fatp://www.petfinder.comto see just a few of these precious pigs that
need loving homes.

If you still want to purchase a "teacup pig," if you INSIST on buying one, force the seller to write up a
contract that if the pig is over the weight "promised" at one year, you get all your money back. Therefore,
hopefully, the seller will be discouraged from making such ridiculous claims if it is put in writing and a pen-
alty will be incurred right where it hurts....in the pocket book!

For more info, seehttp://scampp.com/TeacupPigs.htmand http://www.teacuppig.info

5 e N i S e e
TS e e e 3 R

Compare these I
“teacup pigs”

i w

“Miniature” Humans ,

| For Sale!ll Not to exceed'
. 25 pounds. Champion lines.,
| Teacup sized!! I
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Are potbellied pigs legal in my areas chris christensen

If you do not yet own a potbellied pig, start by asking at city hall or your county zoning offices. Determine if you
are indeed in the city or the county (the laws often vary). In our county they consider potbellied pigs to be illegal tc
own (more on that later), but every incorporated city in our county allows them. Seems a little backward.

If you are told they are illegal, ask for a copy of the ordinance. Often there is none. The person behind the desk
just assumes that potbellied pigs would be illegal.

If you are told they are legal, ask for a copy of that ordinance, also. There may be restrictions that you will neec
to know about, and having your own copy of the ordinance may prove useful if you get a pig.

I f you already own a pig but don-t know if they a
your name or address, and don=-t tell them you alre

1) If there are no ordinances at all (including swine ordinances), you are probably safe. | would, however, keep
your pig ownership quiet, and keep your neighbors friendly. Keep your fences in repair and your gates locked.

Don-t get too many animals of any type. Keep your
your yard (your pigs will be unfairly blamed for any smells). If someone complains, you could be hit with a public
nui sance ordinance, and if it is possible to show

could be forced to get rid of them. It is easier to defend dogs, miniature goats, miniature horses, etc. thanitisto d
fend having potbellied pigs as pets. It may be completely unfair, but history has spent a lot of time vilifying these
wonderful, intelligent animals.

2) If there are ordinances allowing potbellied pig ownership, beware of any restrictions placed on this ownershij
property size, permit or license requirements, zoning, number of pigs, size of pigs, etc. Sometimes an ordinance
permitting potbellied pigs can be worse than no ordinance at all.

Many well meaning ordinances restrict the size of adult potbellied pigs to under 100 pounds. Many of these ord
nances are based on a poorly written specification of the North American Potbellied Pig Association (NAPPA) tha
stated a proper potbellied pig should weigh less than 100 pounds. What their specification failed to mention is tha
they were referring to pigs under one year of age. It took them many years and a number of potbellied pigs losing
their homes before they corrected their error. Considering that they are a breeding organization, the specification
served their breeders well by enforcing the idea that potbellied pigs were supposed to be tiny. In truth any potbelli
pig can reach a weight of 200 pounds and not be overweight. Some potbellies top out at under 100 pounds, but
most will be 100 to 150 pounds. If your pig is not at least five years old, it may not be full grown.

Often these ordinances restrict the number of pigs (or livestock) to one animal. These are often based on equir
keeping ordinances. The truth is that pigs are herd animals and do much better as pets with at least one partner.

Also if an ordinance exists allowing pigs, you must be certain that your property meets any zoning or size crite-
ria.

3) If ordinances exist that expressly prohibit the keeping of potbellied pigs or even swine, you should probably
not get a potbellied pig. Sometimes the swine laws are very old and obviously apply to livestock, but legally potbe
lied pigs are swine.

You could also try to change the law before getting a potbellied pig. You can do this through your local
city/county offices and council meetings. This could be very involved but well worth the effort if you want to share
your life with a pet potbellied pig.

If the ordinance only forbids livestock, an argument can be made that potbellied pigs are not livestock as per th
USDA. They consider potbellied pigs to be pets, not livestock.

I n our county there is a brief sentence at the en
household pets are allowed®. That sentence has bee
in county zoned areas. | think under the right conditions the opinion that potbellied pigs are

not ordinary househols
lot of other problems

ar
pets could be challenged, but so far there has not been a situation that we know of where a
/[ or where th

didn-t also exist on the property, nd
partment-s opinion.

We have seen situations where police, animal control officers, zoning officials, etc. have come to homes demat
ing the removal of pet potbellied pigs only to find out that they had no legal standing in doing so. A check of the
ordinances found that having a potbellied pig was not illegal in those particular areas. Always demand to see an
ordinance, but even better know if one exists in advance before ever putting you or your pet potbellied pig in this
situation.

If you find yourself in a situation where you already have a potbellied pig in an area where it is illegal, your best
solution is to keep a low profile unless you are prepared to hire a lawyer and try to change the law. Most zoning
and animal controls will not go looking for this type of violation. Enforcement situations usually arise from neighbo
complaints. Once a complaint is lodged in a situation where the law clearly states that your potbellied pig is illegal
the authorities are obligated to enforce the | aw.
matter. At that point you either must get the law changed (difficult), move to a legal area, or give up your pet.
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ll;fvou are contemplating adopting a potbellied pig, photocopy this page
and send it to your city Zoning Department to make sure you are allowed to

have a potbellied pig. We get calls often from persons who can no longer
keep their pigs due to zoning regulations.

Zoning Committee: | am considering adopting a potbellied pig for a pet, please kindly
complete the following survey and return it ASAP. Thank you in advance for your time.

ZONING SURVEY

1) Township or City Name:

2) Are there currently laws or regulations governing the ownership of a pet potbellied pig?

Yes No

3) If the answer to question #2 is yes, are potbellied pigs allowed?
Yes No

4) If the answer to question #3 is yes, are there any requirements (i.¢. licensing, fees,
registration) to be met? Yes No

5) If the answer to #4 is yes, what are the requirements?

6) What is needed to complete these requirements?

7) Comments?

Please, if possible, send a copy of any current zoning regulations or ordinances pertaining to
the ownership of the potbellied pig and other animals. Enclose with this completed survey.

Note to person completing this survey: Please fill in the information below.

Name:

Title:

Signature:

Date:
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MEETING INFO

SCAMPP meetings are held tbecond Saturday of each monthnless
we have a special event that Saturday. We currently meet at:

SCAMPP STORE

Flo's Farmhouse
5620 Van Buren Blvd.
Riverside, CA
Dinner and -Piggy Tal k® b
and the Meeting begins at 5:55pm.
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’SCAMPP
Location can be changed from tinte-time. To verify dates and loca- SCAMPP =
tions, please feel free to contact any board member or officer, or check o
our website. We share information on the proper care of potbellied pigs T=Shirts
and keep you posted on all upcoming potbellied pig events. We havé a _
lot of fun at our meetings, in addition to covering some very importarit Size S, M, L, & XL are $12
business regarding our organization. Come join the fun and learn what Size XXL & XXXL are $15
SCAMPP is up to. Kids and guests are welcome to attend, and menber- Pick-up (at the meetings or by
ship is not required. Please feel free to invite anyone you may know: ~ arran ement) to save shlmeg or
who owns a potbellied pig(s) or who may be interested in learning : @dd $3 if mailed. Contact Peggy.
about them or adopting one. If you would like directions or more infg, At 951-685-0467 or e-mail

call any officer or EMail: peggy@scampp.com (please put SCAMPP :n peggy@scampp.com

the subject line). .

IIIllll(bllllIllllllllllllllll

P9, / //N/ _ SCAMPP DECALS:

: White on clear background. Can be used on car
windows, furniture, book covers, binders, almost any-
thing. Two for s5.00 or s3.00 each as a fundraiser for
SCAMPP. All decals are 7" x 7. Contact Peggy @ 951-685
-0467, e-mai{:pegg_\/@scam_;'gp.com
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Handmade Soaps, Lotions, Gift Sets, Candles, Note Cards, and MORE!!!

Order via http://www.scampp.com/Products.html

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 16 -18, 2010, Fri., Sat. & Sun.

OC Fair & Event Center
88 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Hours: 10AM to 6PM Fri. « 10AM to 7PM Sat.
10AM to 6PM Sun.

.................................$

In conjunctions

San Bernardino with the San .
Bernardino ¢

Far mer 4s
Farmens Fain & . °w ket, there will

Market Night bea- Cr it
iy ‘ . Ni ght ®

 \
> Tuesday, Ju Iy~
20,2010, .
from 6-8pm at §
Perris Hill .
Park, 1001 E..
Highland Ave, in San BernardiniaCAMPP

Show Prices: .
E will set up our booth, take some pigs, and edu—
12

General Admission - $12.00
Seniors 60 & over-$10.00  pMore info:

Children 6-12 - $6.00 http:/ipetexpooc.com E
m

5yrs and Under - FREE

SCAMPP will be at the Costa Mesa Pet Expo, AprlLTI618,

2010. We will have two booths, one in the laregnimal/livestock
area on the grass, and one in the adoption area. Come meet so
of our members and see some of our pigs!! . Call any officer for
more info.

cate the public on potbellled pigs as pets. Deli-

cious Food, Fresh Fruit, Healthy Vegetables,

Nuts, Breads Baked Goods Snacks, Pottegy,
. Plants Arts, Crafts, Pony Rides and much
. more! For more info: Contact Peggy. At 95].
¢ 685-0467 or e-mail peggy@scampp.com

)

on
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TRANSPORTING YOUR PIG sy cnis crristensen

q.'.....‘

“ If you need to transport your pig and your pig is not
§ =2 used to traveling, you may find that a little preparation is nec-
essary before the transporting can begin. If your need is to
W+ get your pig to the vet, it may be better to have the vet come
) to you. Insome areas it is easy to find a mobile vet, but in
4: other areas it is impossible. If you are unable to find a mobile
/ vet, often the case in more urban areas, you may be lucky
enough to find an experienced vet who will see your pet pig at
~ttheir office. Get ting the pig to the vet
¢ not be so easy. Some pigs will jump right into a vehicle. Oth-
ers will walk up a ramp. Some will easily get into a crate.
Some will wear a harness and | e
e "e==1 of the above. If you get the animal to the vet's office in your
car without having it confined to a crate, can you control it once you get there? We have found that
having the pig in a crate is preferable, but others just walk their pig in on a leash. If your pig is not
leash trained and you need to use a crate, but your pig is not crate trained, HELP!

Fighting a pig into a crate is usually a disaster. Bribing a pig into a crate only works once, but
giving the pig nowhere else to go but into the crate is usually quiet and calm. First, make sure you
have a big enough crate. Then make sure you have a vehicle that will hold the crate. The #7000
AGi anto size crate wild@l be t oo hilrgihbefér@you getdhe gpig S UV
loaded. Then make sure you have enough strong backs to lift it. One of these large crates weighs
around 50 Ibs, add a full grown potbellied pig at 100 to 150Ibs or more and you have a 2 to 3 person
project. ( At first | made a speci al roller dolly and
wife and | could load our boys. Now we place the crate on a hydraulic table and jack it up to truck
bed level.)

How do you make a pig want to enter a crate? We have discovered a few ways. The big se-
cret is to set it up r iPgstendtb godorwiard.rTshte yt icnaen d6at n ds edeo
them. A |l ittle prodding with a pig sorting board ( a
lightly tapped (not taped) on their behinds and used to block their vision if they try to turn will do
wonders to guide them. We purchase plastic sorting boards from QC Supply (www.qcsupply.com,

#50019 called Sow Mate Sorting Panels). Some of our members can guide a pig with a cane by

tapping its shoulders on one side and then the other. The main thing to do is keep the pig and you

CALM. No chasing, running or yelling. Get the pig and the crate in a pen or area of the backyard

(or house) that is fairly small and uncluttered. | n our yard we have a 1506 wze
wide with a short fence on one side and a shed on the other. We put the crate at one end and guide

a pig in the other end with the pig board. Once he starts down the path with the pig board blocking

his view behind, thereds nWehaeealsoased exercig®pens totcor-i nt o
ral the pig, and then placed the crate at the pen opening and folded up the exercise pen making it

smaller and smaller with the crate being the only place left to go. | can remember when we first

started working with pigs. Chasing them, yelling, wrestling them into crates, and it never worked. It
stressed us, and it stressed the pig. Be sure you have enough help, but also make sure that the

helpers understand that this is not a roundup inthe old west. We 6 r e not trying to s
guideit. | f you have a major size pig that wonodét fit
worked excellently was as follows. The evening before this pig had to go to U.C. Davis Vet Hospital

for some serious vet work, she had them fill the back of a covered pickup (a van would also work)

with straw or hay. They then got some neighbors and friends to hold boards, and corrals on either

side of the pig and move along as the pi g was pr
206x46 reinforcing o nThe pigavenbirtatike truck spantahe highein the warm k .
straw and left the next morning for U.C. Davis without ever even waking up.
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For links to multiple piggy informational websites,

please go here:http://scampp.com/Links.html




